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43D CoNGRESS, } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
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1st Se8sion.

UTE, PAI-UTE, GO-SI UTE, AND SHOSHONE INDIANS.

L11JTTER ·
FROM THE

ACTING SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,
IN RELATION TQ

The condition and ·wcmts of the Ute Indians of Utah j the Pai-Utes of
Utah, Northern Arizona, Southern Nevculct, and Smtthectstern California j
the Go-si Utes of Uta.h and Nevada, j the Northu-estern Shoshones of
Idaho ctn.d Utal~, ancl the Western Shoslwn'e'8 'o f Nevada.

FEBRUARY

25, 1874.-Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs .and ordered to be
printed.

DEPARTMEN1' OF 'l.'HE lNrr.'ERlOR,

TV.ashington, D. C., February 23, 1874.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a letter, dated
the 18th instant, from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, communicating to this Department a printed cop~7 of a report of Special Commissioners J. W. Powell and George W. Ingalls, in relation to the-condition and
wants of the Ute Indians of Utah; the Pai-Utes of Utah, :Nort.h ern Arizona, South~rn Nevada, and Southel:l!stern California; the Go-si Utes of
Utah and Nevada; the Northwestern Shoshones of Idaho and Utah,
and the Western Shoshones of Nevada.
The report referred to, copy enclosed, contains the recommendations
of the special commissioners as to tlle amounts required for the respect;ve tribes and bands named therein. (See pages 26, 2~ and 28.) 'J.1hese
recommendations are approved by the Oommis,s ioner of Indian Affairs,
who requests that the amounts specified by the commissioners be appropriated in lieu ot the sums embraced in the estimates of appropriations
for said Indians for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1875, heretofore submitted by the Indian Office through the honorable the Secretary of the
Treasnrv.
The Rubject is respectfully presented to the consideration of Congress.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. R. COWEN,
Acting-Secreta,ry of the Interior.
The SPEAKER
Of the House of Representatives.
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UTE, PAI-UTE, GO-SI UTE, AND SHOSHONE. INDIANS.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OJ.' INDIAN AFF .AIRS,
Washington, ]), C., Febr~wry 18, 1874.

SIR : I have the honor to submit herewith the report of Special Commissioners J. \V. Powell and George W. Ingalls. of the condition of the
Ute Indi~n" of Utah; .the Pai-Utes of Utah, Northern Arizona, Southern
Nevada, and Southeastern California; the Go-si Utes ot' Utah ant.l Nevada; the North western Shoshones of Idaho and Utah, and the Western
Shoshones of Nevada.
Reference is respectfully invited to the recommendations of the special
commissioners relative to the amounts necessary for the respective
agencies, wuich recommendations are approved by this office.
I respectfully recommend that Congress be requested to appropriate
said amounts, in 1ieu of those referred to in said report, heretofore submitted by this office.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED\V ARD P. SMITH,
Oonimissioner.
The Hon. SECRETARY OF 1.'HE INTERIOR.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS J. W . POWELL AND G. W . INGALLS.
·W A~HINGTON, D. C., Decembe1· 18, 1873.
SIR: The r:;pecial commission appointed for examining into the condition of the Utes
of Utah; Pai-Utes of Utah, Northern Arizoua, Southern Nevada, and Southeastern
Ca,lifornht; the Go-si Utes of Utah and Nevada; the Northwestern Shoshones of
Idaho and Utah; and the Western Shoshones of Nevada; and for the purpose of
consulting with them concerning the propriety of their removal to reservations, would
respectfully submit the following report:
The commission was delayed a number of days by snows that blockaded the railroads over the mountains, but arrived in Salt Lake City early in May.
At that time there was much excitement iu the country, consequent on the disastrous
conflict with the Modocs.
The commission found that the feelings of the white people inhabiting the territory
nuder consideration were wrought to a high state of resentment, which frequently
found vent in indignities ou the Indians, while the latter were terrified, and many of
·them had fled to the mountains for refuge.
Immediately on our arrival at the city, delegations from various parts of the country
met us, representing that the Indians of their several neighborhoods were preparing to
commence a war of extermination against the whit.es; and several petitions from the
citizens of different places, to the military authorities of that department, the governor
of Utah, and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, representing that the people were in
immediate peril, and calling for military protection, were referred to the commission.
Under these circumstances, the commissioners proceeded to investigate the state of
affairs in the Sanpete Valley, Curlew Valley, Cache Valley, and on Deep Creek.
It was soon found that the fears of the white settlers were groundless, and that the
Indians themselves were much more terrified than the whites.
In the mean time the commission sent for delegations of Indians representing the
tribes of Utes, Go-si Utes, Northwestern Shoshones, and Western Shoshones ; and after
meeting a number of these delegations at its camp near Salt Lake City, such information was obtained as led to a request for further couference with the Department concerning the best comse to be pursued with the::;e Indians in the light of the facts thus
obtained.
In consequence of sneh request, one of the special commissioners, Mr. J. W. Powell,
was instructed to report to the Department at Washington.
On his arrival, the following statement to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs was
made:
"WASHINGTON,

D. C., June 18, 1873.

" To the honorable Commissionm· of Indian Affai?'B :

"Sm: Your attention is respectfully called to the following statement of the condition
of the Indians inhabiting Utah, Nevada, Southern !dado, Northern Arizona, and Southeastern California, who are not yet collected on reservations:
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''These Indians are Utes, Pai-Utes, Go-si Utes, Northwflstern Shoshones, Western
Slwshones, and Pa-vi-6-tsoes, (designated in th e Indi~n :eports. as Pa,h-Utes.)
"Of the Utes not on reservation there are two prmCipal tnbes, the Pah-vants and
Seuv- a-rits. The Pah-v::mts are on Corn Creek, near Filmore, in Utah Territory, and
in the rPport of the Commissioner of In!lian Afl'airs for 1872 are estimated to number
1,200. These Indians are under a chief named Ka-nosh; they subsist by cultivating
the soil to a limited extent, by gathering seeds, fmit, and roots, and also by }muting;
but chietly hy begging from t he whi te set.t.ler:; of the co nn try.
" Their condition is better than that of any other of the Indians uuder consideration.
The chief, Ka-nosh, is an Indian of great ability and wisdom, and is doing all he can
to induce his people to cultivate the soil.
"He not only raises grain enough for himself and family, but usually has a quantityto sell, from which he derives a respect.al•le reVfmue. His influence is not confined to
the tribe over which he 'has i mmcdi;~t,e c~om m!lud, l•ut extends to a greater or less ex-·
tent over most of the Indiahs of Central Utah.
"The Seuv-a-rits inhabit the country bflt,ween the Sanpete and Sevier Valleys on tlie·
west, and the Green and Colorado Rivers ou the east.
"No definite informat,ion bas been obtained concerning the number of this tribe.
''I II t.he fall of 1871, one o( yo nr c·ommis10doners met a party nf th!'m on 1he bnnks of
t be Sevier, aud connte<l t.hirt.y-oue lodges.
''These people live b.\: hunting aud fishing, and collect seeds and fruits. They are
well mounted, are a wild, daring people, and very skillful in border warfare. It may
be safely stated that for the last ten yeans they have subsisted chiefly on the spoils of
war. In their raids they have been associated with the Navajoes and Utes, who in- .
babit the country to the cast of th~ Colorac1o River.
"The Pai-Utes inhabit Son them Uta.b, Sonthem Nevada, Northern Arizona, and
Southeastern California.
H There is a small tribe in the vicinity of Beaver, and another at Parawan, whose
numbers are unknown.
"A third tribe is usn ally found encampPd !'omewbere in the vicinity of Cerlar.
"The principal chief of the Pai-Utes of Ut.ah, Tau-gu, usually remains with this tribe.
"In the winter of 1871-'2 the tribe was visited by one of your commissioners, and
forty-three lodges were connted.
"There is a tribe in Long Valley, numbering about 125 persons, and one in Kanab
Valley, numbering 107. There are a few Indian~ on t.he Paria River, whose numbers
a re unknown, and there is a small trilw on the eastem side of the Colorado, near the
line between Utah and Arizona, numberiug 47 .
"The U-in-k:tr-ets, dwelling arnong~t.he U-in-kar-et Mountains of Nortl1ern Arizona,
nnrnber abont 60.
"The Sheav-w its inhabit the Shcav-\>.·it plateau iu Northern Arizona, and uumber
abo ut ltiO.
"'l'hetl'ibesofPai-Utesthnsennmerated are such as have not been heretofore included
in tlie 1·eport of the Pioche Agency. Of the 1·emainder who properly hl'1nng to that
agency, and who inhabit Southwestern Utah, Southern Nevada, Southeastc•1n California,
and Nort,hern Arizona, yo nr commissioners have but little more knowledge than is
alrea<ly before the Depa,rt,meut. It is sufficient to state that they are scat,tered in small
tribes, and b·•lc1 allegiance to ma.n:v petty e1li ef-::.
"All the Pai.- Utes snbsist in part by cultivating the soil, some of them raising tbe
grain and Yegetables introdnced by white men, others cultivating nat.ive seeds.
"They also collect uncultivated seeds, frnits, and roots. A few of them occasionally
work for white men, and they also depend very largely on begging, and are a serious
burden to white settlers.
"The Go-si Utes live in the vicinity of Salt Lake and the valleys extending to the
west as far as the Nevada line. Th ey probably nuruber four hundred persons.
"Some of t.hem are cultivating sma.ll patches of ground; one band in Skull Valley,
one at Deep Creek, another a,t Warm Springs, and anoth er at Salt Marsh, near the Nevada line.
"They also gather seeds and fruits, dig roots and hunt a little, but chiefly subsist by
begging. A few of them are occa~ion31lly employed by white men.
"The western bancl of Shoshones, in the reports heretofore made to the Department, have been overestimated for Utah and underestimated for Nevada, with regard
to their number ancl dist.ribntion. Your attention is called to the accompanying st&tement made by Mr. Gheen, and marked A."
"After carefully examining the paper and conferriD g with a number of the principal
chiefs and leading men of the Western Shoshones, the statement is believed to be
su bstantia.lly correct.
"These Indians are cultivating the soil. to a very limited extent. Some of them are
employed by white men as herders and in other labors. They gather seeds and fruits,
dig roots, hunt and fish, and eke out a miserable subsistence by begging.
* This statement has been omitted, as a more correct enumeration has been made.
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"Ot' the number of the Northwestern bands of Shoshones, your commission have no
trustworthy information. Their condition does not cliffer materially from the Westem
Shoshones. They are also divided into small tribes, several of which we have
visited.
"Of the Pa-vi-o-tsoes, or Pah-Utes, of Western Nevada, we have obtained information
of three or four hundred who do not report to either of the reservations on Walker
River or Pyramid Lake. Their condition is substantially the same as that of the Shoshones.
"Of the WaRh-oes, mentioned in the report of tlle Department, we have no definite
information.
"The Indians mentioned in the foregoing statement appreciate that they can no
longer live by hunting, fislling, and gathEJring the native products of the soil.
"They fullv understand that the settlement of the country by white men is inevitable,
and know tl1e folly of contending against it. ; and they ea1~nestly ask that they may
have lands of tlleir own and be assisted to becollle f1~rme1·s and stock-raisers, but
especially do they ask that they ma.y have cattle.
"Durin<r the last few weeks that the commission has been among these Indians, it has
conferred ~vith many of their chiefs and principal men. One of your commissioners,
'as arrent for the Pai-Utes, for the past year bas traveled amoug a m~mbe1· of the tribes,
and the other commissioner, haviug heen in charge of au exploring expedition for several years, has met and conferred wit.h numbers of these incli~ns from time to time,
and invariably they have expressed the sentiments given above. Their huntinggrounds have been spoiled, their favorite valleys are occupied by white men, and they
are compelled to scatter in small bands in order to obtain subsistence. Formerly they
were organized into nations, or confederacies, under the influence of great chiefs, bnt
such men ba.ve lost. their power in the presence of white men, and it is no louger possible to treat with these people as nations, but eaeb litt.le tribe must be dealt with sepamtely. The uroad territory over which they are scattered ha.s been parceled ont
amoug t.he tribes by common consent, usually determined at general councils, so that
each tribe holds a certain district of country as its own.
"Now the most important difficulty in the way of collecting these people on I'eservations, is the fact that each small tribe desires to have a reservation sornewhere wit.bin
the limits of its own territory, which is mauifest.ly impmcticable, as the Indians conl<l
uot thus be protected in their rights, except at a great expense.
" In the instructioll'S furnished your commissioners for the collection of these Indians,
two methods were given; the one to take the Indians ou reservations already established, and, failing in this, the other was to set apart new reservations for them.
"After a careful examination of t.he facts, it. is found that t.be last-mentioned met,hod
is entirely impracticable, as within the bounds of the territory over which these tribes
·roam, there is no district of country with sufficient water and other natural facilities
for a reservation, not already occupied by ,,·hi te men. In fact, t.he lands along the
streams and almost every important spring bas either been entered or claimed, and
should the Government attempt to purchase such lands for the benefit of the Indians,
it would be touud to involve a great outlay of money, as water rights and improvements are justly held at very high prices.
"Nothing then remains but to remove them from the country, or let them stay iu their
present condition, to be finally extinguished by want, loathRome disease, and the disasters consequent upon incessant conflict with white men.
"In view of the removal an(l distribution of t.hese Iudians to the olcl reservations,
four ·important questions were presented to the commission, namely:
"First. Are the reservations for the aJj<teeot tribes capable of properly supporting
an increased number of Indians~
"Second. Would tbe treaty-." !tipnlations with the Indians thus located permit au addhiou to their nnmbers, aud would they couseut to it~
''Third. Would the treaty-stipulations with the Indians under consideration permit
of their removal~
•• Fourth. 'Vha.t division of the roaming tribes do their linguistic and other affinities
dictate~

"The facts in answer to these questions, so far as they are known to the commission,
are as follows:
•l The reservation on the Muddy is well known to both of the commissioners.
There
is some good land and plenty of water; there are no valuable hunting-grounds on the
reservation, or in the vicinity, but t.here are streams from which a greater or less supply of fish can be taken; and the natural products of the soil, which are somewhat
abundaut, would be of value as a ~ource of partial subsistence until they could learn
to farm for themselves. 'l'he timber is distant from the district where the farms must
necessarily be made, hut the climate is good for southern Indians, and the reservation
will always be isolated from other settlements. Altogether the situation is good and
sufficient.
"The reservation on the Uintah is well known to one of your commissioners. There
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is an abundance of good soil, ple;1ty of water, a.nci convenient timber. The climate is
good for the O'rowth of smaller grains and vegetables, bnt not favorable to the raising
of corn. Go~l range for cattle is practically unlimited-in fact, the,·e is room enough
for all the Indians of Utah.
"Perhaps there is no finer valley than the Uiutah in the territory of the United States
west ofthe humlredth meridian.
"The commission having no knowledge of the ·capabilities of the Fort Hall reserv·a tion, one of the commissioners, Mr. G. W. Ingalls, made a special trip for the purpose of
examining it. It was found that there was abundance of goodland, plenty of water,
good and extensive range for grazing, and an ample supply of timber for the Indians
already located there, and all of the Shoshones of Utah and Nevada in addition.
"But little is known by the commission of the resources of the reservations at Walker
River. and Pyramid Lake, but from such information as has been received it is believed
they are inadequate to the wants of the Indians already collected there.
"The facts relating to the second question are these: No treaties have been made
with the IncHans concerning the reservation on the Mnd.dy. The treaty made with the
Utes concerning the Uintah reservation provided for the gathering of all the tribes of
Utah in that va1ley, bnt it was never ratified by the Senate, and although the Indians
are there as t.bey suppose under the stipulations of the treaty, it is not recognized as
binding by the Government of the United States. The principal chiefs on the reservation st-ate their willingness and desire that the ot.ber Utes should be united with them.
'' By the treaties made with the Shoshones and Bannocks concerning the reservation
at Wind River and Fort Hall, it is sLipulated that they are made not only for these
Indians but 'for such other friendly tribes or individual Indians as from time to time
they may be willing, with the consent of the United States, to admit amongst them.'
''With regard to the third question,' Would the treaty stipulations with the Indians
under consideration p6rmit of their removal f' it appears that there are no recognized
treaty stipul ations ~-~xis t.iug with the Utes a,nd Pah-Utes.
"A treaty was concluded October 12, 1863, with tlie Go-si Utes in which it was especially provided as follows:
.
"Article 6th. 'The said band agme that whenever the President of the United States
shall deem it expedient for them to abandon the roaming life which they now lead, and
become settled as herdsmen or agriculturists, be is hereby authorized to make such
reservations for their use as be may deem necessary; and they do also agree to 1'emove
their camps to such reservations as he may indicat.e, and to reside and remain thereon.'
So that the Go-si Utes may be required to go on a reservation wherever and whenever
the President directs.
"A treaty was concluded October 1, 1863, with the western bands of Shoshones from
which we extract article 6th, viz:
"'The said bands agree that whenever the President of the United States shall deem
it expedient for them to abandon the roaming life which they now lead, and become
herdsmen and agricnlt.nrists, he is hereby authorized to make such reservations for
their use as he may deem necessary, within the country above described; an1l they do
also hereby agree to remove their camps to such reservations as he may indicate and
to reside or remain,thereon.'
"It is thus seen that they can also be called to a reservation by the will of the President, but such reservation mnst be within certain boundaries, as described in article
5th, viz:
. "'It is understood that the boundaries of the country claimed and occupied by said
hands are defined and described by them as follows: On the north by the Wong-go-ga,
, da Mountains and Shoshone River Valley; on the west-hy the Sei-non-to-yah Mountains
or Smith Creek Mountains; on the south by Wi-co-bah and the Colorado Desert; on
the east by Pa-ha-no-be Val ley, or Step-toe Valley, and Gt'eat Salt Lake Valley.'
"Your commissioners are in some doubt. as to where these bonndaries are situated,
but believe they include the Fort Hall Indian reservation.
"By the treaty coucluded with the northwestern bands of SbosbQnes at Box Elder,
in the Territory of Utah, on the 13th day of July, 1863, it is stipulated as follows:
"'Article 2c1. The treaty concluded at Fort Bridger on the second day of Jnly, 186:3,
between the United States and the Shoshone Nation being read and fully interpreted
and explained to the said chiefs and warriorH, t,bey do hereby give their full and free
assent to all of the provisions of said treaty, and the same are hereby adopted as a part
of this agreement, and the same shall be binding on the parties hereto.'
"In the treaty made at Fort Bridger, to which this article alludes, the following pro~
visions are found :
"'Article 2. The United States further agrees tbat the following district of country, to
wit: commenr.ing at the mouth of Owl Creek and running clue south to the crest of
the divide between the Sweet Water and Pa-po-a-gie Rivers; t.bence along the west
of said divide and the summit of Winrl River Mountain to the longitude of North
Fork of Wind River; thence due north to mouth of Raid North Fork and up its channel to a point twenty miles aboVie its mouth ; thence in a straight line to head waters

6

UTE, PAI-UTE, GO-SI UTE, AND SHOSHONE INDIANS.

of Owl Creek, and along middle channel of Owl C~eek to place of beginnin(5, sh a:U be,
and the same is, set apart for t.he absol ute and undt~turbed ~se and .occ.ul?atwn of ~ ho 
shone Indians herein named and for such other fnendly tnbes or mdivlclual Inclmns
as frolll t ime to time they ::Oay be willing, with the cousent of the United States,
to admit amongst them.'
"The boundaries of this reservation h ave been contracted by a subsequent treaty.
"It will thus be seen that tlw Northwestern Shoshoue.s are under treaty ob ligations
to settle on the Wind River r eservation, but as a part of the Shoshones are already
at Fort Hall, it might possibly be more agreeable to the ba,nds under consideration to
go there.
"From the informatiOn which your commissioners have received, it is believed that it
will be. necess::u·y to remove the Pah-Utcs or ~a-vi-o-tsoes from the. Walker ~iver and
Pyramid Lake reservations to some better powt, as the resources of the terntory they
now occupy are inadequate to their wants.
.
.
"Tl.l e Uuited States Indian agent in charge o~ the reservatiOn at Fort Hall m.forms
your couunission that he believes that the Indtaus now at that place would raise no
serious obj ection to the removal of the uncollec ted Shos~:wne s .to that place.
'• The rights and oblio·ations ol' th e India ns nuder constderatwu have been thus carefully e.xaminecl that no"'unjm,t cause of complaint. tl!i(5ht at,·ise.
.
.
.
'' W1th regard t.o the fourth question,'' Wbat dtvtsiOn of the roamwg tnbes do thetr
linguistic and other affinities indicate¥" much has yet to be learn ed.
''The names by which the tribes ar e known to white men a nd t.he Department give
no clue to the re!'ationsl.lip of t.he Indi ans; for example, the Indians in the v icinity of
the r eservation on the Muddy and the Indians ou the Walker River and Pyramid Lake
reservations are called Pai or Pah Utes, but tl.le Indians know only those on the Muddy
by that namt~, vYLiile tl.lose on the other two reservations are known as Pa-vi-o-tsoes,
aud speak a very different language, but closely allied to, if not identical with, that of
the Bauuacks.
"The Indians of Utah and Nevada, known as Shoshones by the whites, are known by
very different names by the Indians.
''The two tribes mentioned above, Pah-vants and Seuv-a-rits, speak the same language, and are intermarried with the Indians on the Uintah reservations, and should be
taken there.
"The Go-si Utes speak a language more nearly like that of tlte Indians at Fort Hall,
but they a re intermarried aud affiliate with thl~ Indians at the Uiutah re:servation, and
it is believed they would prefer to go there a lso.
"The tribes of Pai-Utes, mentionerl in the former part, should be t ak en to the Muddy .
"Of the Western Shoshones, Northwestern Shoshones, Pa-vi-o-tsues, aud Washoes,
sufficient is not yet known to 1·each a ~~ onclm;ion ou this matter.
'' Wltenever these Indians are gathered ou 1·eservatious it will be necessary to make
provision for the ir subsistence, uu ti l such tiuw as they can take care of themsel ve:s, as
it would be impossible for them to live upon t.l.le native proclu.cts found on the reservations.
"'ro take them there and have them scatter a.g ain, would be to put them in a cond ition
""orse than the~r· are now in, aud i ti would probably be more difficult to induce th em to
return.
·
"The appropriations made by tlte last Congeess for the support of the present reservations, to which these people should l..le taken, an1 entirely insufficient for the support
of the Indians who are already ou them, and they are compelled to leave their I'eserva:tions during a part of the year to obtaiu a liviug.
"Under these eircumstances, yonr commissioners did not deem that it would be wise
to remove any of the Indians at present, and they sul..lmit this statement of the condi- •
tion of affairs for your consideration.
"Having in view the ultimate removal of ull the foregoin g Indians to reservations
already established, the following recommendations ~re made :
"First. That the Pah-vants and Seuv-a-rits be visited and informed that th e Government of the United States has decided that they shall make their homes on the Uintah
reservation, and that hereafter no goods will be issued to them at a ny othe1· place.
''Second. That the tribes of Pai-Utes shall be visited, and, if possible, a uumbex· of the
chiefs and principal men be induced to visit the Uintah reservation, with a vie w to
their final settlement at that place.
"Should the commission find it impossible to induce them to look upon such a removal
with favor, it should then make a thorough examination into the condition of affairs on
the Muddy reservation, and report the results to the Department.
''The agent for that reservation shon~d immediately comrnence work and prepare to
raise a crop the coming year to such an extent. as the appropriation ancl circumstances
on the reservation will permit.
''In the mean time two or three reliable men should be employed by the commission
to collect the Western Shoshones at three or more points, wl.lere they could be visited
by the commission and their annuities distributed to ~hem, and they be informed of the
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decision of the Department, that they are to go on reservations, and that hereafter no
annuities will be distributed to them except at the designated reservation or reservations.
"The same course should be taken with the Go-si Utes.
"The Northwestern Shoshones should be assembled to meet the commission at Fort
Hall, and, when there, their annuities should be given them, and they should be informed
tltat the Fort Hall reservation is to be their future home, and tllat hereafter no annuities will be given them at any other place.
"One of your commissioners can communicate with a part of the Indians in their own
tongue, ~nd Mr. Gheen, who is already in the service of the United States in Nevada,
speaks the Shoshone language, but it wm still be necessary to have one more interpreter, as the commission. must necessarily be divided, and tllree or four parties organized to reach all the tribes in one season.
"It is therefore recommended that Richard Komas, a mttive Ute, now a student in
Lincoln University in Pennsylvania, be employed for this pnrpose.
''Should tllese suggestions meet with your approval, it would be necessary to have the
annuities for the Western Shoshones, Nor~hwestern Shoshones, and Go-si Utes placed
to the order of tlle commission·.
'"Very respectfully,
".T. W. POWELL,
" ·G. W. INGALLS,
u U:. S. Special Com~nission."
On June 26 the following instru.ctions were received.:
"'DEPARTMENT OF Tiii:E INTEiRIOL~
"0F1'ICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

" Washington, D. C., June 25, 1873.
SIR: I acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th insta,nt, with a, statement
i n detail of the present .c ondition of the Indians in Utah, Nevada, and Southern Idaho,
who have not ye.t been collected on reser'li'ations.
"'With a vU\w to the ultimate removal of said Indians to .such reservations as have
alread,y been estabUslled, yon recommend as follows ,:
" 1st. That the Pah-vants and Seuv-a-rits be visited and informed tlw,t the Government has .decided that the,y shall make their homes on tlle Uintah reservation, .and that
hereafter no goous will be issued. to them at any other place.
"2d. That some .of the chiefs and principal men of the Pai-Ute tribe be induced to
visit the Uintah reservation a.nd encouraged to make their homes at that place; and iu
case it .should be found impossible t@ induce them to lo<~k with favor upon a removal
to that point, then to make a thorougLt examitmtion .a s to the condHion of affairs on
the Muddy ireservation. and report tht> re~mlt to the Department, prepamtions in the
mean time being made for raising a crop tbe coming year to such an extetlt as eircumsta,nces will permit.
·
"':3d. That two oc thme reliable men oe employed by the commission to collect the
lNestern Shoshones at three or more points, where they can be visited lly the commission and their annuities distributed to them, and that they be informed of the decision
of the Department that they must go on reservations. and that. hereafter uo aunuities
will be distributed to them except at the reservation a.ssjguecl to them; thes.aweeonrse
to be taken with the Go-ship Utes.
"4th. That the Northwestern Shoshones 'Le assembled to meet the commi.ssiou at
Fort Hall; Idaho, to receive their annuities, anrl that they be inforu~ed th::tt, Fort Hall
1reservation is to be their future borne, and tba,t no annuities will be given theru <:Lt auy
other place.
"5th. That Richard Komas, of Pennsylvania, be eniployed as interpreter t@ the commission; and
·
"6th. That the annuities .of the Western Slwshones, Northwestern Shosbonesf aud
Go-8hip band of Utes be placed at tlle disposal of tLte commission.
"The above recomm.en<ilations meet with the approval of the Department, and yoa are
hereby authorized to carry the same into effect.
''Instructions will be issued to Colonel Morrow1 at Salt Lake City, Utah, to transfer to
you tlle annuity goods referred to iu your letter.
"'Very respectfully, your obedient servant~
"'EDW. P. SMITH.
" Commissione1·.
u .J. W. POWELL, Es<!_.,
J' Special Comrnisswnm·, rj·c., Present."
H

While Special Commissioner Powell was thus <enga.ged at Washington, Special Commissioner Ingalls visited a part of the Northwesteru Shoshones in Cache Valley, aud~
returning from this expedition, m:;tde a trip to the Pai-Ute reservation in Southern Nevada. The spe.eial C@mmission m.et again in Salt Lake City.
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In obedience to the instructions received, tbe commiAsion then proceeded through

~he 'l'~rritory of Utah to its southern line, visiting a number of trib~s on the way, tak-

mg With them a quantity of rroods to be distributed to the several tnbes as they should
be met from thne to time. b
Sometimes the commissionel'S traveled in company, at other times they separated
for the purpose of facilitating their operations.
.
..
On. this trip many of the Indians belonging to the -qmtah agency we.re VISited,
esp~mally the Seuv-a-rits, as some anxiety had been entertamed lest these Ind1ans should
ag~m commence th eir depredation's on the settlementu. I~ w~s found ~bat. t~ey had of
their own accord. given up their marauding life, and they s1p;mfied their w1llm.gness to
go .on a reservation and adopt the habits of civilized men. The reasons which they
ass1gned for so doing were very interesting.
.
They stated that t.beir p eople had been dying very fast of late years, so that theu
n~mbers were greatly reduced, and they were spe.c ially terrified . on account of some
d1sease which had carried off more than twenty of their number m less than a week,
only a short time before the commission met them.
Some of their people attributed this to sorcery practiced by other I~di~ns, others to
sorcery pract.iced by the white inhabitants of Utah, but the great maJonty seemed to
consider it a punishment for the petty wars which they had waged of late years.
Whatever the cause, they had determined to aban.don the countr~, !"'nd part of them
were about to join the Utes of the Uintah reservatwn, another to JOlll the Pah-vants,
another the Pai-Utes near the head of the Sevier, and a fourth the Utes of Colorado.
They were informed that the Government of the United States expected them to go
on the reservation at Uinta}!J:.
The Pah-vauts were next visited at Corn Creek, near Fillmore. This tribe was found
to be much smaller, and the people iu a much more destitute condition than had been
represented to the commission.
Ka-nosh, the principal chief, is an elder brother of Pi-an-ump, principal chief of the
Go-si Utes, and the Pah-vants and Go-si Utes, although speaking different languages,
affiliate socially, and often go on their bunting excursions i1,1 company.
From this point an Indian runner was sent to bring Pi-an-ump and a number of
Go-si Ute chiefs to confer with Ka-uosh and such other Indians as might be collected
here 1 in regard to the propriety of their all going to t~e reservation at Uintah.
This runner was successful in bringing in the des1red Indians, so that the Go-si
Utes were well represented at the consultation held at Ka-nosh's camp.
They remained with the commissioners several days, and great pains were taken to
explain to them the intention of the Government in collecting Indians on reservations.
Tbe result of this talk was very satisfactory.
In obedience to the first part of the second clause of their instructions, viz: "That
some of the chiefs and principal men of Pai-Utes be induced to visit Uintah reservation,
and encourag·ed to make their homes ~tt that place," the commjssion sent for Tau-gu,
the principal chief of the Pai-Utes, of Utah and Northern Arizona, and a number of
subordinate chiefs. The only ones who could be induced to meet it were Tau-gu and
Mo-ak-Shin-au-av, chief of the U-ai-Nu-ints, who live in the vicinity of Saint George.
They informed the commission that, induced by considerations presented to them in
former conversations, they bad held a general council for the purpose of consulting
about the propriety of going to Uintah, and the suggestion had been repelled by all
the people, and the1·e was no voice raised in favor of their going. They averred that
the Utes of UiDtah bad been their enemies from time immemorial; bad stolen their
women and ch 1ldren; had killed their granclfat,hers, their fathers, their brothers and
sous, and, worse t.ban all, were profoundly skilled in sorcery, and that under no consideration would the Pai-Utes live with them.
It was found that it was impossible, without using· force, to induce the Pai-Utes to
join the Utes, and it was determined to adopt the course indioa.ted in the a.lternative
presented in your instruction, viz: "And in case it ~;~hould be found impossible to induce them to look with favor upon a removal to that point, then to make a thorough
examination as to the condition of affairs in the Muddy reservation, and report the
r(:lsult to the Department."
The commission then proceeded to visit in detail all the Pai-Ute tribes of Utah and
Northern Arizona., viz, Kwi·um-pus, Pa-ru-guns, Un-ka-pa, Nu-kwints, Pa-spi-kai-vats,
Un-ka-ka-ni-guts, Pa-gu-its, Kai-vwav-nai Nu-ints, U-in-ka-rets, and Shi-vwits.
'l'hP-re is a small tribe of Pai-Utes in Northern Arizona, on the east side of the Colorado E,iver, known as Kwai-au-ti-kwok-ets, which wa.s not visited by the commission.
This little band lives in a district so far away from the route of travel that your commission did not think it wise to occupy the time and incur the expense necessary to
visit them in their homes.
Finally, deh·gations of all these tribes were collected at Saint Ge9rge for general
consultat.ion, Goucerning the reservation for the Pai-Utes in Southern Nevada. 'rh
result oft,his talk was, in the main, satisfactory) and a delegation was sent by theru to
go with the conuuission to see the country.
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From Saint Georg~ the commission proceeded to the reservation on the Mo-a-pa~.
(Muddy,) arriving there ~·eptember 10, and her~ met about 400 Pai-Utes who had'
previously been ce~llected m the valley. lt remamed eleven days for the purpose of
conferring with the Indians already here, and with such delegations from other tribes
as could be induced to meet here. Quite a unmber of conferences were held with the
Indians both by day and by night, for more than a week. The conclusion of all was·~
that th~ Indians on the reservation were willing that the other tribes should unite
with them. and the d~legations ]'epresenth1~ the tribes away were favmrably impressed
with the country, and promised that the Indians would all come to the reservation
another year, on condition that the Government would provide temporarily for their
maintenance, and give them such aid as might be necessary to establish them as agriculturists.
Arrangements were then made by which the Indians on the reservation were enabled
to plant a fall crop.
.
Your commission had also another duty to perform here, viz, to i•nquire into the nature.
and amount of the claims of the present white settlers on the reservation.
This dtllty they performed with a desire to protect the Gove:rmment against unjust.
claims, and at the same time to do no. injustice to the claimants themselves.
The result of their investigations into these matters is given in a subjoined
report.
The commission remained on the reservation fourteen days, busily employed in the
duties above mentioned.
In the mean time it provided tbat the annnity goods fo.r the Go-si Utes, Western
Shoshones, and Northwestern Shoshones, should be dist,ributed aucl stored at a numberof points in Utah and Nevada, and that information should be carried to the several
tribes that the commission would meet them at designated p.oints.
In view of the extent of country yet to be traversed, and the number of Indians yet
to be met, it was th~mght best for the commission to divide here, and Special Commissioner Powell proceeded to carry on. the work 'VI;ith the Pai-Utes in Southwestern
Nevada and Southeastern Califoruia, and Special Commissio.ner Ingalls. to the Western
Shosboues of vVestern Nevada.
The work to the southwest was continued until all the Pai-Utes had been seen.
Special Commissioner Powell returned by way of the Mo-a-pa reservation, Saint George,
and Fillmore to Salt Lake City. On his way, in the vicinity of Beaver, the Pah-vants.
who were out on c-1 hunting excursion, were again met, and .another long consultation
was held with theii· chief, Ka-nosh.
Special Commissioner Ingalls proceeded by way ofPab-ran--:.t-gat Valley to Hot Creek~
h1eeting there a number of Western Shoshones, and from thence to Belmont, ~here a
number of other tribes were met. From Belmont he returned to Hot Creek, and from
thence proceeded to Uamilton, Egan Canon, Spring Valley, and Deep Creek, to Salt
Lake City, meeting a m.unber of tribes at each phtce. On this hurried trip the work
was not completed. All of t he nnnuity goods to be distrihlilte{l to the Shoshones had
not arriiVed at the J?Oints at which they were to :lnave bee:n distributed, and some of
the Indians of the v1cinit.y of Hamilton bad not assembled. It was tberefo.re neces-·
sary for Special Commissione-r In.galls to return to Hamilton and Egan 0a,fion, which he
did, and on the completion of the \Vork at those places proSJeeded to Corinne~ Uta]~~
where he was met by Commiss i on~r Powell.
Under their iustructions the commissiou should bav~ met the No:rthw0Stern Shosho~
nes at Fort Hall, but a number of circumstances conspi:red to prevent this. It was
found that a part of them, under a chief named Po-ka-tel-lo, had already gone to Fo.rt
Hall, and had signified their intention of remaining and taking part with the- Shosho~
nes and Bannacks on that reservation; and another chief named Tav-i-wun-she-a~
wi~h a small band had gone to the Shoshone res0rvation on Wind River, and they had
determined to cast their 1ot with Wash-i-ki and his men. Each of these chief:<; sent
word that they l1ad taken this 0ourse, governed by :representations made hy the C0mmission iu the spring, and they desired tbat it should so l'epresen.t the matter to. the
agents on those reservations that these people might meet with pJJ'Op&r consideration.
Two othel' bands~ one under San-pits, the other under Sai~gwits, had refused to g,o to
Fort Hall, and were encamped near Corinne, and had sent a delegation to request the
commissi0n to. meet them at that point. The lateness. of the season, and the limited
amount of funds at the comma:nd of the commission, ca111Sed it to decide that it was.
impracticable to send the goods to Fort Hall and to collect t.lw ]ndians ilheFe foF the
distrihution, and the two last-mentioned tribes were met near Corinne.
Leaving Special Commissioner :Powell at that place to complete the distribution and
to talk with the Indian:;, Special Commissioner lingalls proceeded to Elko to meet the
remainder of the Western Shoshones,_ who had, in the mean t1me, been collected at
that point by assistants of the commission.
·
A delegation of the Western Shoshones, .representing the tribes that assembled at
Elko, another delegation of the Northwestern Shoshones} assembled at Corinme~ ana a
delegation of the Go·si Utes were brought to Salt Lake City for the purpose of conI

.
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ferring with another special commission composed of Hon. J.P. C. Shanks, Gov. rr. W.
Bennett, and H. W. Reed, conceruing the reservation at Fort Hall. .'fhe result of this
c~n~ference was very favorable. The commissioners then returned to Washington, arrtvmg here December 1.
This brief history of the opemtions of the commission will be followed by a statement of the general results obt,ained.

ORGANIZATION, ENUMERATION, AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE TRIBES.
Your commission deemed it a matter of prime importance to make a complete enumeration of the tribes visited, and to obtain a thorough knowledge of their organization and condition. Of the Utes, Pah-vants, Go-si Utes, and Northwestern Shoshones
they are enabled to make what they believe to be an accurate statement of their
numbers.
The census of the Western Shoshones is believed to be a fair approximation. The
latter tribe~> are more or less disorganized, and in some places their tribal relations are
entirely broken up, and they are scattered over a large district of country, and it would
have req aired at least an additional month, and a corresponding expenditure, to have
made the work as thorough with them as with the other tribes.
rrhe original political organization of the tribes nuder consideration had a territorial
· basis; that is, the country was divided into districts, and each district was inhabited
by a small tribe1 which took the name of the laud, and bad one principal chief. These
tribes, or" land-nameds," as they are called in the Indian idiom, were the only permanent organizations, but sometimes two or more of theut would unite in a confederacy
under some great chief.
'
The following table exhibits the names of theRe tribes, the number of men, women,
and children, severally and in total, and also the land-name of the tribe, its locality,
chief, and, wherever a confederacy exists, the principal chief of such organization.
The numbers in the left-hand column refer to corresponding numbers on the accompauyiu~ map, the latter numberl!l indica,ting the region of country severally claimed by
iliehl~&
·

.--

'I'abttlm· statement of Indians t'isited by Special Indian Conm1-issioners J. W. Powell and G. W.Ingalls.
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UTE, PAI-UTE, GO-SI UTE, AND SHOSHONE INDIANS.
RECAPITULATION.

The P a i-Utes of Utah nnmber _____ __ ...... ··--·· ---· ---- ........ . - -- --The Utes of Utah number..--- ... . .. -. - --- .. - ....... - .. -- ... -- .. -.----- The Pah-vants of Utah number----·----- .. -----· - --·---· ...... -------The Go-si Utes of Utah number ................ . . ----·· --- -·· .... ·-----

528
556
134
256

Totalnumberof Indians in Utah . .............. ------------- .......... 1,474
The Pai-Utes of Arizona number . ............... . __ ............. -- . ... ---.--.
284
The Pai-Utes of Southern Nevada number ... _... ___ ... _............... - 1, 0:31
The Go-si Utes of Nevada number .. ___ ._ .. ___ .. _._. ___ ._...............
204
The Western Shoshones of Nevada number ___________ ............. __ ... 1, 945
Total number of Indians in Nevada met by the commission ........ -- .. -- 3,180
The Northwestern Shoshones of Idaho number . ................ _. _. . . . . . . . .. ..
400
The Pai-Utes of Southeastern California number....... . ......................
184
Total nnmber of Indians visited by the commission ........... .. ... .. . -. - n, 522
There is another· confederacy, known as Chem-a-hue-vis, that inhabit the Chem-abue-vis Valley, on the Lower Colorado. Their country is separated from that of the
PnJ-Utes in the above table by the region inhabited by the Mojave Indians. These
Chem-a-hue-vis speak the same language as the Pai-Utes, and claim that they formerly
lived among them. They still associate with the Pai-Utes further north in California
and at Cottonwood Island, and are intermarried with them.
A delegation of these Indians met the commission at the Vegas, in Nevada. They
estimate t.he whole number of Indians belonging to the confederacy at about 300, and
this is believed to be approximately correct.
The Indians of Western Nevada belougi·ng to the Pyramid Lake and Walker River
reservations are known as Pah-Utes and Pai-Utes in the records of the Indian D epartment. They should be known as Pa-vi-o-tsoes, as this is the name by which they
know themselves, and by wllich they are known throughout the surrounding tribes.
They are properly a branch of the Bannacks.
In Western Nevada, and on the eastern slope of the Sierra Neva<la.s in Californi a ,
there are a number of Indians known as Ko- eatr;;, Pan'-a-mints, &c. They are knowu
to speak languages of the same stock as the Pai-Utes, Shoshones, and Pa-vi-o-tsoes.
PAI-UTES.
CONDITION AND WANTS.

Of the Indians known as Pai-Utes there are tl.tirt:v-one tribes. Ten of these are
united in a confederacy, having f"r their principal chie'f Tau-gu 1•
The Kwa.-an'-ti-kwok-ets, who live on the eastern side of the Colorado River, are
nearly isolated from the other tribes, and affiliate t.o a greater or less extent with the
Navadoes.
Seven other tribes of Pai-Utes are orga,nized into a confederacy under the chieftaincy of To'-Shoap.
·
The Pah-rau-i-gats were formerly three sepamt.e tribes, but their lands having been
taken from them by white men, they have un ited in one tribe under An'-ti-av.
In the same way the Indians of Meadow· Valley weFe formerly four separate tribes,
but now one, under Pa-gwnm'-pai-ats.
Pour other tribes are organized into a confederacy under the chieftaincy of Ku'-nikai'-vets, and seven under the chieftaincy of To-l>;o 1-pnr.
The country inhabited by these Incliaus no longer affords game in snfficient quantities worthy to be mentioned as a part. of their sn bsistence. A very few deer and mountain-sheep are killed, and a greater number of rahbit.s. The principal part of their food
is obtained by gathering seeds and digging roots. AU of the tribes cultivate the soil
to a limited extent, raising wheat, corn, beans, melons, and squashes. Some food and
the greater part of their clothing is obtained by begging, the skins of such animals as
they kill being entirely inadequate to their wants for this .purpose. Some of them
have, for a few years, received a small supply of clothing from the Government, through
the aO'encies at Salt Lake City and Pioche.
A few of the people occasionally work for white men, and a great many of them
are learning to speak the English language. Especially is this t-rue of the children.
Prior to the settlement of the country by the white men they all Ciiltivated the soil, and
would do so now to an e'\:tent sufficient to obt,ain a living, if they had the lands in the
districts of country which they severally occupy. In fact, all-these tribes, when met
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bv the commission a~::~ked for lands and cattle that they might. become farmers r but
each tribe desires to have some part of its original territory set apart for its use.
After much talk with the commission and much consnlt.ation among tbemselvesr
they all agreed to come together on the re~::~ervati?~ set apart for them by Exec.utive
order in the valley of the Mo 1-a-pa on t.h~se co1~d1t10ns-that the Go-:ernment will reIJJove the white settle1·s therefrom , and w1ll ass1st them to remove the)r old people and
children from their present to their prospective home on the reservation, and will assist them to become agriculturists, and provide for their maintenance until such time
as they can take care of themselves.
These conditions are reasonable and just. 'l"here is no 0'::\!me on the reservation, ancl
the native products are few, and it would be impossible fuy the Indians to live on the
reservation without assistance. It wo'llld be useless to•take them there without at the
sa.me time providing for their support, as in such a case they woulcl be compelled at
once to scatter again over the very country from whence they had been t:11ken.
RESERVATION ON TilE M01-A-PA,

'l'be reservation, though large iil territory, is composed chiefly of arid, h:.~.rren mountains and deserts of drifting sands. The only part of the valley fit for agricultural
pnrposes is the few acres-not more than 6,000-which can be redeemed by the ~1se ot"
the waters of tho Mo 1-a-pa, and some grass-lands of no greater extent, for the climate
is so ariL1 that agricultural operations cannot be carried on without arti:ficia,l irrigation.
'I'he reservation is between the 36th and 37th parallels of latitude; the-climate is very
'vann, snow is never seen in the valley, and frost rarely. 1The part of the land which
can be brought into cultivation by irrigation produces bountifully, and two crops can
be raised in one season. Wheat, oats, barley, corn, sweet potatoes, cotton 1 and all the
fruits of subtropical countries can be successfully raised, as bas been demonstrated
by the present white settlers.
The census taken shows that there are 2,0'47 Pai-Utes. Adding to this number the
Chem-a-hne··vis of Southern California, about 300, and we have :J,327.
It. is the opinion of the commission that there is enough water in the Mo ~·-a-pa Creek
to irrigate lands to an extent sufficient to snpport t.h:tt number of people for the present, but it would not be wise to talm any g1·eater number of Indians there. The Rio
Virgen: in its lower course, runs thr~mgh the reservation 1 but the waters of this river
are salt, and its whole course is over quiclisands, and altogether the nature of the
country is such that the stream cannot be controlled for purposes of irrigation, except
to a very limited extent on the eastern margin of the reservation, and the e:ll.ipense
attending the management of the water would bfl very grflat.
The boundaries of the reservation should be extonded to the east to a point where
the river emerges from the monntaius through a cafwn. By this means the land available for cultivation on the reRervation could be increased to the extent of two or three
thousand ae1·es. (See general recommendationsr page 29.)
SALT.

In the bluffs on the banks of the Rio Virgen, a short distance below the month of
the Mo 1-a-pa, there are extensive deposits of salt, in many places very pure anc1 easily
accessible. It is probable that these l:lalt~beds can be worked to· some extent, and the
products thereof made a source of revenue to the Indians.
CATTLE-RAISING.

In the upper part of the valley of the Mo 1-a-pa are the grass-lands above menUoned.
In addition to these, along the dry benches on either side, aucl in a few places along
the valley of the Virgen 1 there is a scant supply of bunch-grass. The reservation does
not afford extensive facilities for C'at,tle-raising, though a few cows can be kept with
ad van tag e.
:BUILDINGS·,

The buildings occupied by the present white settlers a;ro of adobe, covered with tules,
a species of reed-like plants. They would be of great value for the immediate use of
the employes and a part of the Indians.
TIMBE•R.

Within the present boundao,ries of tbe reservation there is no timber, but a short distance beyond the western line a small am0LHJ.t of timber ean }Je procured on the side ot
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.a mountain kno ~,· n as Gass Mountain.

To prevent speculators from seizing this for the
purpose of selling it to the Government, the boundaries of the reservation should be
extended so .as to include the timber-tract. •
Hundreds of thcmsauds of oott,on-woo<ls have been planted on the reservation, in
part by the preseat settlers, but chiefty by other.s who preceedecl them. These are
making vigorous and healthy growth, and will, in a iew years, furnish an abundance
of wood for fuel, and some for building purpos~s.
.
In the meantime fuel ean be procured by usmg the few mesquite bushes that grow
i n the vicinity of the farms.
·
MILL.

There is a <lam) a mill-race, and mill-building, but no ma<:lhinery in the mill. This
at once be properly supplied and worked, as the distance to settlements where
.a mill is situated is very great.
~bould

ROADS.

There are three >road-s by which the settlement on the :reserv·ation is approached'I()Ue from the Hualapai minqng 'flistrict ·on the south, crossing .the Colorado River at the
mouth of the R io Virgen another fr'Om Saint George on the east, and another from
Pioche on the north. All 'these roads a,re very bad, making it expensive to transport
the necessary supplies and material. for the reservation from the settlements where
'they can be procured. One of the roards, ·p'l.·obatbly the ·one from the agency to Pioche,
.should be put in .gaod order at C!>nce..
'WHITE .SETI'LERS.

At the time this reservation was set apart by Executive order there were a number
10f families settled in the valle,y, and they still remain f0r the purpose of holding their
<Claims. They occupy the best lands and control much of the water which is needed
.for the reserv-ation, aud it w.as ouly by their suffer.an<:le that the Indians were able
to plant a crop this falL It will not be possible or the Indians to proceed with any
extensive farming until these people ue remo"'Q'ed.
There is danger of other troubles arising also from their presenae on the reservation,
.as there i.s a constant conflict betweeu them and the India,us~ which becomes more bitter
daily, .a.ud, as the number of Indians ~s increased, it is liable to result in disastrous
~eon seq ueu.ces.
IMPHOVEMENTS MADE BY FORMER SETTLERS.

Early ln t.he year 1865 a numbe1· of poople from Utah settled in. tbe valley of the
Mo'-a-pa. Others followed rapid!y, and four towns were established, Saint Thomas,
Saint Joseph, Overton, and West Point; and the nurn!Jer increased unt,il it was claimed
that there were more than two thousand peo ple in the valley. These people made
extensive and valuable improvements. An extensive system of irrigating-canals was
'COnstructed so a'S to utili..ze an the w::a.ter of the Mo''-a-pa.
As the country was destitute of timber, cottonwoods wel'e planted along these
water-courses. Much labor was also expended on the opening CJf roads.
When these people came into the valley it was supposed by them that they were
.settling in the Territory of Arizona, but when the lines separating Utah, Arizona, and
Nev·ada, were run by Government surveyors~ t.he valley was found to be within the
jurisdiction of t,he State of Nevada. ·rhereupon the inhabitants of the valley abandoned their lwmes and returned to Utah.
When they left 1 other settlers came in and located claims in the most valuable parts
'Of the va'l.ley 1 under the laws of Nevacla enacted for the purpose of securing possessory
l'ights.
'rhe houses erected by the original settlers were built of adobes, usually covered
with tules or earth, and being of perishable material, they, with some exceptions,
have gone to ruin. Thes~ exceptions are the few houses which the present inhabitants
have occupied and preserved. These people have also kept up only a part of the original canals, constructiug some new water-ways, and adapting them to their present
wants.
'fo utnize th~ valley as a reservf1tion for the m!lmber of Indians which it is proposed
to assemble here, it will be necessary to repair the original canals and drain certain
swamps which were only partially drained by the first inhabitants. This can be done
with a saving to the Government of probably more than a hundred thousand dollars,
in comparison with the original cost of the work.
'rhe land has never been surveyed by the Government, and the original owners lost
their possessory rights by abandonment. The present settlers have acquired possessory
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rights, not to the whole valley with all its original improvements, but only to such
parts as are covered by their several claims. It would be impossible for the ori~inal
owners to acqnire possession of the valley again without purchasing the rights of the
present owners. They could yet o_btain poss~ssion of the unocct~pie~ portion~ ~f the
valley; but this would not be smted to the1r communal orgamzat10n, and 1t IS believed that they do not desire to return, under any circumstances.
SPECIAL HEPOHT.

The rigllts of the preRent scttlers.are more fully set forth in the special report, of
which mention has been made.
THE PA:-UTES SHOULD BE MADE FAHMEHS.

From the fore<Yo'i.ug
it will be seen that the valley of the Mo ' ~a.-p a is well adHpted to
0
agriculture, and that a system of canals is already constructed. The . Indians themselves are willing to work and anxious to cult.i vate the soil. Agogether the circumstances are very favorable to the project of making farmers of the Pai-Utes, :tnd thus
enabling them to become self-susta,ining, and converting them from vicious, dangerous
savages to civilized people.
UTES.
There are seven tribes constituting tlle Utes of Utah, org~tnized into a confederacy
under the chieftaincy of Tav'-wi, ('fab-bi.) The total number of these Indians is 556.
By official construction they are on the reservation in the valley of the Uint.ah, while
in fact but a small portion of them remain there, the greater number assernbliug there
from time to time to receive supplies of clothing, &c.
.
}..,or a number of years the Seuv'-a-rits~ numbering 144, have refused to go to the
reservation as a tribe; but occasionally individuals have appeared there, allured by·the
annual di£tributions. Late in the past summer the entire tribe went to the reservation,
and signified their intention of remaining there and becoming farmers, if they conl<l
receive the necessary assistance. Since the installment of a chief named Nu'-ints,
known to the white man as Black Hawk, this tribe has been the terror of the settlers.
~ometimes they have been joined in their depredations by Utes from beyond the
Colorado River, but oftener by the Navajoes. Great numbers of horses and cattle
have been driven away from the settlements, often in droves of hundreds, and at one
time, when they were in league with the Navajoes, all of the settlements in the Sevier
Valley and many in the San Pete Valley were broken up, and eight or ten thousand
white people were driven from their homes. Bnt their great chief, Nu'-ints, is dead,
and his lieutenant and successor, Un-ka'-na-vo'-run, died in great distress early in the
winter of 1872-'73. Early in the last summer a terrible scourge swept off great numbers of this tribe, until but 144 remain, and these, terrified at;ld bumble, sne for peace
and promise to work.
TI-lE UTE AGE::-<"CY REMOVED FROM SPANTSH FORK TO

UI~TAH

VALLEY.

Soon after the organizat.ion of the Territory of Utah, the Ute Indians inhabiting that
part of the country embraced within the Territory were assigned by the superintenrlent
of Indian affairs on duty there, and the agents acting under him, to small reservations
or farms, antl were encouraged to cultivate the soil, some at the valley of the Uintah,
others at Arrapene, in the valley of the San Pete, others at Corn Creek, near Fillmore,
but the greater number at Spanish Fork, on the shore of Utah Lake. At this last
pla.ce agency-buildings were erected and farming was conducted on an extensive scale.
·s ubsequently these Indians were more or less neglected, and the improvements made
at Spanish Fork were destroyed. In the year 1865 a treaty was made with these
Indians, under which it was stipulated that they should all go to the reservation in
.t he valley of the Uintah and give up their right to the other little farms of which
mention is made above.
On the part of the United States it was agreed that they should be established as
herdsmen and farmers, with mills aml schools, and many other provisions for their
benefit. This treaty wa.s never ratified by the Senate, but the Indians themselves,
supposing it to be a valid agreement from the time it was signed by them, have, so far
as it has be<';ln possible tor them, conformed to its provisions. The Government, on its
part, though not recognizing the treaty, still give the Indians a hberal supply of clothing, and other articles for domestic use, but it has never made any adequate provision
for their support and establishment as agriculturists.

H. Ex. 157--2

18

UTB, P.U·-UTE, GO-SL UTE, AND SHOSHONE INDIANS.
CA:-INOT BE KEPT ON THE RESEH.VATION.

In their aAaociation with the white sc>tt.lers in the valleys of Ut.ah, many di fficult ies
have arisen from time to tim e, and frequent complaints have come up to the Indian
Department at vVasbincrton ao·ainst these Indians, on the ground that they would not
remain ou there ervat~n. B~1t it has not been possible for tbern to remain; they have
been compelled to go elRewhere to obt.ain a living.
.
.
In the summer of 1~72 the greater number of thes·e Induws app~ared m tbe settlements
about the shore of Ut.a.h Lake and in San Pete Valley, causmg some alarm to the
people. A special Iuclian agent and.
number of Army officers met ~hem in council
soon after, for the purpose of inducing them to retu:n to the resei:v.atwn. Wben told
that they would be forced to go back, they openly defied th.e authon~Ie~, and challenged
some of th~ officers who were present to fight. Wh_en afte~· ward wtormed that they
would be furnished with food on the agency, that nerds of catt,l~ and load~ of flour
sh?uld be immediately taken there, they agreed to ~o, and some of these .Inchans have
this snmmt~r told the commission that at that time, they ha.d determmed to fight
r~ther than stay on the reservat,ion and 'starve, for th~Y. feared. hunger more than they
d.ul the soldiers. Under the existing state of facts, It IS unrea:sonaule to expect these
Indiaus to remain on the reservatiou.

a

WH.\.T :\lUST BE DONE TO KEEP THEM: ON THE RESEI!.V.\.TI:}l'~.

They must be tangbt to f~trm, and, in the mean time, supported, to enal.>le them to
aua.ndon their uoma.dic habits.
Already a nnmber of the Indians have "been inuuced to cultivate little patches of
ground, and if a proper provision could be made to carry on this work for a very few
years, they would become self-supporting.
\They should alilo have houses built. As long as an Inc ian bas a tent be can moye
his borne fi·om time to time at will, but induce him to live in a cabin and his home is
fixed. A number of these Utes informed your commissioners that they desired to have
houses, and their agent, Mr. Critchelow, confirms this.
Many of the better class of Indians are accumu lating some property in cattle. Two
or three have as mauy as fifty head each, and it is very noticeable tllat those who have
property appreciate the rights of property, and are advocates of peace and honesty.
The valley of the Uintah is admirably adapted to stock-raising. The change fr9m
hunters to stock-raisers is not a violent step, and would be in the right directiou.
NEED OF A GOOD ROAD TO UINTAH VALLEY.

One of the serious difficulties on this agency is the want of a good road hy which to
reach the settlements. Snpplies are now hauled over the Uintah Mountains, crossing
difficult and rapid streams again and. again, and the road is traveled with much labor
and great expense. A 1·oad can he made from the agency to Green River Station, or to
some point farther to the east, at less cost than to build a road over the Wasatch
Mountains to Salt Lake Cit.y, t.hc road now traveled ; and there would he other . advantages, in that the road to t.be northeast could be used in winter and the di~:~tance
to the railroad shorter.
PAH-VANTS.
The Pa.h vants, nncler t.be chieftaincy of Kanosh, r:umber 134. They speak the same
language as tbe Utes of Uintah Valley, socially affiliate with them, are intermarried
with them, and sometimes join t.l!em in their hunting-excursions. They should be
taken to the reservation at Uintah, their number being too small to warrant the establishment of a separate reservation for their benefit.
·
They have shown thtmselves somewhat averse to removing to that place, but through
Kanosh, their chief, have finally agreed that if the President of the United States insists
on their going, and will assist them to become farmers, they are willing to try what
can he done.
Kanosh is a man of ability. He lives in a house which was built for him by a former
snperintendent of Indian affairs for Utah, and, in part, adopts the habits of civilized
life; bnt his p0ople live chiefly by gathering SPeds, hunting, and begging, though they
raise a little wheat and corn.
This year they cultivated about thirty acres of wheat, which yielded a very poor
harvest.
.
No Indians in aU the territory visited by your commission bave, in past years, rflceived one-quarter of the amount of goods, in proportion to their numbers, as the Pahvants, ancl this generous treatment on the part of the Government has added to the
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!nfluence of Kanosh, for he bas thus proved to the surrounding tribes his ability to
Influence the .Government officials, all(l be is their adm iration and envy; and they have
learned to consult him to a crreat extent concerning ali their dealings with the officers
of the Indian Departm~n t. o
'
·
There are circumstances connected with his relation to the Mormon Church that may
1ead him to refuse to go. In sueh a ca~e be should be compelled with any force that
may be necessary.
.
.
.
Before such a course is taken, the Government should prov1de the means hy wh1ch
such removal would accrue to t l1e uenefit of him and his people.
GO-RI UTES.
The Go-si Utes number 460. They inhabit a district of country w~st oF Uta\ Lal~e
and Great Salt Lake, on the line uetweeu Utah ttnd Nevada, a part bewg m the ferntory and a part in the State.
·
These Indians are organized into a confelleracy, under the chieftaincy of Pi· an'nump.
.
More than any other Indians visited by the commission, these Go-si Utes are cult.ivating the soil and workiiJ.g for white men. Pi·an'-nump, who is a brother of Kanosh,
chief of the Pah-vants, is proud to claim that he earns his own living. Scorning to
beg, he is willing to work, and while he is not able to induce all his Indians to take the
same course, yet his influence is entirel,y for good.
H is people are scattered in very small bands, cultivat~ug the soi~ about little springs
here and there, and from year to ,year compelled to gtve up their farms as they are
seized by white men. They are all anxious to obtain permanent homes, and are willing
to go wherever the President will direct, if they can only thus secure land and make a
start as farmers.
The Go-si Utes speak a language much more nearly alli ed to the Northwestern Shoshones than the Utes, though the greater i1nmber of them affiliate with the Utes, and
are intermarried with them . .
The greater part·of them would prefer to go to Uintah, but a few, on account of marriage-ties, de~ire to go with the Shoshones. It would probably be well to give them
this choice.
The Utes of Utah number 556, the Pah-vants 134, and the Go-si Utes of Utah and
Nevada, 460, making a total of 1,150 Iudiaus, who should be collected on the reservation
at Uintah.
THE SMALL RESERVATIONS AT SAN PETE, CORN CREEK, SPANISH FORK,
AND DEEP CREEK.
Previous to the advent of white men in Utah, the Indians were raising corn, squashes,
and other grains, and vegetables. Among the tracts of land thus cultivated, there were
four remarkable for their extent, one in a little vn,lley along a stream, tributary to the
San Pete, now known as T~velve-mile Creek, another at Corn Creek, near Fillmore, a
third at Spanish Fo.rk, on the shore of Utah Lake, and a fourth at Deep Creek, near
the Nevada line. At the time when Brigham Young was governor of the' Territory and
·ex-officio superintendent of Indian affairs, the Indi~1P.S were encouraged to continue
their fanning at these pln,ces, and were told that the lands would not be taken from
them. But communal towns were planted near hy, and the· Indians engaged on the
farms were put under the charge of the bishops of these towns. During the adminis·tration of sub1>equent officials, buildings were erected at Spanish Fork and a proper
agency established there by authority of Congress. For a number of years no definite
boundaries were given to the Indian farms, or reservations as they came to be stylNl,
but in order to prevent white persons from diverting the water to other lands, at last,
certain natural boundaries were designated in such a mauner as to. secure the waterrights.
The number of Indians at the so-called reservations was always very small, and
when the matter was more thoroughly understood by the Department at Washington,
· it was not deemed wise to encourage the Indians to remain on them, but a treaty was
made by which' they agreed to unite in the valley of the Uintah, on the eastern side of
the Wasatch Mountains. (Mention of this treaty has been made above.)
Some time after the signing of this treaty by the Indians the superintendent of
Indian affairs for .Utah recommended the sale of the old Indian farms, and that the
proceeds of such sale should accrue to the benefit of the Indians. It is necessary to a
proper understanding of the matter to remember that these reservations were never
established by law, or by executive order, so that up to this time they hn,d no legal
status as reservations, but an act of Congress approved May 5, 1864, entitled "An act
to vacate and sell the present Indian reservations in Utah, and to settle the Indians of
said Territory in Uintah Valley," provides ".. * That the Secretary of the Interior be,
.and is hereby, authorized and required to cause the several Indian reservations here-
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tofore made, or occupiell as snell, in the Territory of Utah to be surveyed and solcl."
And it still further provides tha.t tlw proceeds of the sales shonld be nseu for the benefit of the Indians. (Vide U.S. Statntes at Large, vol. 13, p. 63.)
This is the tirst legal rec?gnition of said reservation, hut when the surveyor-general
of Colorado Territory was mstrncted by the Secretary of the Interior to cause the survey of said reserva.tions, neHller tbe Lancl-Office nor the Indian Department could determine when" such r e!:lervat.ions were situated, as no pla.t or record of any snch reservations could be found. Tb erenpou the Secretary of the Interior issued tbe following
instructions:
"DEPARTMENT 01<' THE INTERIOR,

'' Wash ·ington, D. C., February 6, 186r,.
"Sm: I retnru herewith the papers submitted with your letter of the 16th ultimo 7
concerning the sale of Indian reservations in Utah. I also h1elose letter of the Commissioner of the Land-Office of the 24th ultimo, and copy of a correspondence with
that OLlice on the subject, and have to state, in relation to the abandoned reservations,
that instructions be given to the superintendent of Indian affairs to designate, as far
as he can ascertain, the extent of the tracts of country occupied by the Indians ·and
recognized as their reservations; aud in so doing that Office rruty be directed to include
all the arable lands of the valleys in which the reservations are situated, together with
a proper quantity of adjacent timber-lands, for t.he convenience of the farming-lands,
all to be laid off in small lots, and in such form for irrigation and settlement as to be
the most attractive and convenient for settlers. If it shall be found that the lands are
of an uureasonable extent for the reservation, a portion can be witbhel<l from sa.1c
upon an inspection of the plots of survey.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
"A. P. USHER,
" Sec:1·etary ..

''·wilL P.

DoLE,

Enq.,

" Cornmissioner of Indian .Affa·irs. ''
Under these instrnctions four tracts of land vYere smveyed and divided into lots
The Indian farm at San Pete was hut a small tract of laud at a point where a little.
stream issues from the mountain on which is situated the Indian town known as Artapene. The survey of the reservation here was made to include not only the original
Indian farm, but was extended ever a district of country twelve miles sqnare, so as to
include the town of Gunnison, with several hundred inhabitants and ext.ensive improvements. There is a map of this snrvej7 on file in the Land Department. The Indian
farm is there properly laid down on Twelve-mile Creek, between the main range and
an outlyiug mountain. The town of Gunnison is not laid down on the map, but its
situation is in<licated by the ditch, mill-race, an·d saw-mill on the north bank of the
San Pete River, a few miles above its junction with the Sevier.
,
At Corn Creek also, not only the part of country embraced within tl1e natural
boundaries indica ted by the superintendent of Indian affairs, as heretofore stated,
was included in the survey, but it, also, was extended over a district of country twelve
miles square, so as to include within its boundaries the towns of Petersburgh, Meadow
Creek and Corn Creek, and a number of ontlying farms.
On the map of the Corn Creek Teservation on :file in the Land Department, the
situation of the Indian farm does not appear, and properly, for the surveyed land did
not include it. The town of PeterHbnrgb is called on that map "Corn Creek settlement,''
and Meadow Creek settlement is inrlicatecl.
At Spanish Fork the snrvey was made to inclnde the original Indian farm, and also
the farm of one white man. The interests of no other settlers were interfered with.
Whether the survey at Deep Creek was made to include any lands preoccupied by
white men, is not known to the commission.
'l'he commission made as thorough an examination into the f<1Cts concerning these
reserYations as it was possible for it do without examining wit,uesses by legal methods, but evillence of the correctness of the above statement can he found iu the official
records of the Indian Bureau, and such records have been carefully examined by the
commission.
In executing the provisions of the law these tracts of land were valued by special
commissious appointed by the t.hen Secretary of the Interior, but the owners of t,he
improvements \Yhich bad been included in the surveys protested against the sale of
their property without just compensa.tion to themselves.
Thereupon the Secretary of tlle Interior caused an appraisal to be made of their improvements.
It' has before been stated that these reservations had no legal status until the enact- ·
ment of t.he law of 1864. The wording of that law, which recognizes certain reservations in Utah, is as follows :
"The several reservations heretofore made or occupied as such in the Territory of
Utah." It would seem a forced construction of this phraseology to hold that., under it,
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authority was given to survey a~d sell tracts of land which had ?ever been u ~ed a,FI
such Indian reservations, but whiCh had been settled upon by whtte men anterwr to
the pa,ssage of the l aw. It ~7 ould seem t~at the law under consideration c~ntempl~ted
the sale of certain lands wh1ch had prevwusly been reserved for ~he use of the Ind ta,ns
by the officers of the Indian Department on dLlty in Utah; that is, the farms which had
b een cultivated by the Indians, and such adjacent lands, within certain natm:al boundaries indicated auove, as these officials had told the Indians would be kept for their
use· but lands which had been occupied by th ese white settlers prior to and during
the ~dmini stration of such officials could not properly be included under the provisions
of this law. It would certainl.v be an injustice to sell these la uds without compensating the owners for their improvements. But there are great areas of land adjacent to
these equally as good, yet unsold and unoccupied, which these same settlers could
obtai~ by occupation under the horn ~stead laws, and the. lands in question have no
other valn e in t.he market than that giVen to them by the Improvements. In the condition of affairs in Utah, where the towns have a communal organ.ization virtually excluding non-communal people, these improvements conld be sold to none other than the
people by whom they were made.
If, then, an interpretation is given to this law to the effect that the Secreta ry of the
Interior sh~ll cause the sale of the lands occupied by these people, it simply amounts
to this, that certain improvements shall be seized by the Government, and sold to the
parties from whom they have been seized, and that the proceeds of such sales shall be
used to indemnify the people for the loss of the improvements seized by the Government. Such a course is manifestly absurd .
In the mean time the people of the towu of Gunnison, not, havinp; been removeu from
the lands, have steadily increased the value of their improvements, and other settlements have been made on San Pete River. '£he same statement would be true in
respect to Corn Creek. No settlements proper have been made on the Spanish Fork
reservation. Mines have been discovered in the vicinity of Deep Creek, and noncommunal people have settled on all the best of the lands within the boundaries of the
so-called reserv~tion.
The several tril>es of Indians to whom the farms at one time belonged now cl~im
their original farms, and also these communal towns, thns greatly complicating . th e
administration of Indian affairs in the Territory. It is greatly to be desired that the
question should be settled at the earliest practicable day. The commission would
therefore recommend the repeal of the law of 1864, which would place these tracts on
the same footing as .other Government lands-sul>ject to " homestead entry."
NORTHWESTERN SHOSHONES.
A part of the Northwestern Shoshones und er P6-ka-tel-lo and Tav'-i-wun-sbe' -a have
already removed to reservations. Th eir wants will doubtless be properly represented
by their respective agents.
There are yet two tribes united in a confederacy under the chleftancy of San-pits
for whom provision should be made. At the last conference held with them this fall
they r::~ignitied their willingness to go on the reservation at Fort Hall, provided its area
ue extended so as to inclnde a certain valley to the southwest.
One or two days before th e commission l~ft the fi eld on its retnrn to'"·washington an
assistant was sent to accompany the chiefs of these tribes to the Fort Hall reservation
f0r the purpose of examining the country. Mr. Reed, the agent for ' that reservation,
ldndly consented to go with them, and to do all in his power to satisfy them of the
good intention of th e Government, and the desirability of that district of country for
a reservation. Since the return of the commission to ·washington the following letter
has been received:
"FORT HALL INDIAN AGENCY, D ecemlm· l, 1873.
"DEAH SIR: I have the pleasure to say the Indians we saw as delegates reached here
in due time, and after a day or two's rest we sent them on their journey, except---,
who, with his wife, concluderl to stop here over the winter. I was sick and sent beadfarmer Baker, a man every way reliable and well acquainted with tbe country. They
found a place which pleased them a few miles south of this, and up Bannock Creek
found enough good land to satisfy thenl, all of which is on the reservation. They were
so well pleased as of their own accord to abandon the journey to Goose Creek altogether. They say in the spring they will come in force prepared to have their houses
a-nd fixtures, and go to farming, &c.
" Respectfully, yours,
"HENRY W. REED,
': Tlnited States Indian .clgent.
"G. W. INGALLs, Esq."
It will thus be seen that all the Northwestern Shoshones have agreed to go on the
reservation at Fort Hall, instigated by their desire to obtain land, and under represen-
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ta.tion t.bat the Government would secure to them a permanent title to the same; and
also provide for their immediate wants and aid them in learning to farm. These Indians
have not oflate years cultivated the soil, are good hunters, well mounted, and nomadie
in their habits, but they state their desire to become farmers and herdsmen.
WESTERN SHOSHONES.
The Western Sbosllones number 1,945, and are divided into thirty-one t.ribes. They
iubabit Southeastern OreO'on, Southwestern Idaho, and Central Nevada. Of these
tribes not more t.han one-,'ourth took part in the treaty of October 1, 1B63, made at
Ruby Valley, in Nevada. The tribes living to the .south an~l west were not present or
represented in any manner. Under that treaty It was stipulated that the ·w estern
Shoshones could be called to a reservation at the will of the President, and that
these tribes should receive annuities to the amount of $5,000 for a term of twenty years.
On ly the northern tribes who took part in the treaty, have received the benefit of this
stipulation. The southc'rn and western tribes, having taken no part in the treaty,
have received no part of the annuities, and consider that they ar~ un der no obligations
to the General Government, and exhibit r:::ome reluctance to their proposed removal to
a reservation. The northern tribes who did take part in the treaty, wonld prefer to
remain where they now are, if land~ could be given them in the seyeral distri~ts, but
when informed that such a course could not be taken and explanatwns were g1ven to
them of the reason therefor, they expressed a willin gness to s.e ttle on the Shoshone
River, to the north, within the limits ur adjacent to the reservatiOn at Fort Hall, provided it should be foun<l on examination, to contain sufficient agricultural land to
meet their wants.
'
Delegates from some of the northern tribes visited the Fort Hall reservation at the
su.ggestion of the commission, and expressed their entire satisfaction with. that distnct of country, but a part of these northern triues and all of the southern tnbes were
unrepresented in this tlelfiO'ation. lt is believed that there will be no difficulty in inducing all the northern tr·ibes of Indians to remove. A little more time and more
thorough explanation is needed to induce the southern triues to consent to a removal,
but it is believed that eventually their consent can be obtained.
The condition of these Indians does not differ materially from that of the P ai-Utes
and Go-si Utes which have been heretofore mentioned, though it should be stated that
the more southern tribes are in an exceedingly demoralized state; they prowl about
the mining-camps, begging and pilfering, the women prostituting, themselves to the
lust of the lower class of men. There are no Indians in all the territory visited by
your commission, whose removal is so imperatively demanded by considerations of
justice and humanity, as these Shoshones of Nevada.
THE FORT HALL RESERVATION.
In a corum-;1nication to the Department, made by the commission in June last, and
which is embodied in this report, a general statement was made concerning the value
of the district of country within the boundaries of this reservation. It is necessary
only to repeat the statement that the reservation is quite sufficient and the country
well adapted for the purposes for which it was set apart. On the reservation tnere are
some good buildings, a saw-mill, grist-mill, and shingle-machine. Some farming bas
been carried on, chiefly by the employment of Indian labor. It is reported that there
are 1,0~7 Indians on the reservation at least a part of the year. To the northwest, on
the Salmon River, there are a number of tribes, numbering ~!together about 500. These
tribes were visited during the past year by the special commission, of which the Hon.
J.P. C. Shanks was chairman, and it is proposed by that commission that. these Indians
also be brought to the reservation at Fort Hall. The total number of Indians thns to
he collected on the reservation is 3,882, viz: 1,037 already on the reservation, 500 of
the Salmon River tribe::o, 400 of the Northwestern Shoshones, and 1,945 of the Westem
Shoshones.
THE PA-VI-0'-TSO.ES OR PAH-UTES.
In the report of t11e agent of the Pa-vi-o'-tsoes belonging to the Walker R iver and
Pyramid Lake reservations, these Indians are est.imated to number 800. They seem to•
be :making substantial progress in civilization, cultivating the soil to the extent of the
facilities afforded on the reservations, and support themselves largely by fishinO', sell DO'
the surplus products of the fisheries at goGd rates to the people of the railro~d town~
adjacent. There appears to be no reason to change the opinion expresAed in t.h e statement made last June that the Indians should be r emoved to some other place where t hey
can'become agriculturists. Since that communication was made additional reasons for
such a removal have appeared. It is probable that tbe Centra.l Pacific Railroad Com-
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pauy is entitled to a part of th~ land embraced withi.n the reservation, under the grant;
made to it by Congress. If thts should pro:ve true, 1t would be nece~sary to purchase·
such lands in order to secure these reservatiOns for the use of the Ind1ans, and when so·
purchased they would be entirely inadequate to tlleir wants. Doubtless the Indians
themselves would raise very serious objections to the removal, bnt they are industrious,.
intelligent manageable people, and it is believed that if the necessi·t ies for the remova.l
were propdrly represented to them, and, in addition to this, they are given substantial
evidence that O'ood lands will be secured to them, and that they will reoeive valuaule
aiel by beinO' s~pplied with farming-implements, seeds, cattle, &c., they woulc.l eventua11y conse~t to the removal. From the best information at the command of the commission and after making diligent inquiries, it is believed tha.t there are about 1,000
Indians' allied in language to these Pa-vi-o'-tsoes, yet distributed about Western Nevada aud Northeastern California.
DuriuO' the past season the commission met many of the chiefs and principal men of
these tribes. They, like the other Indians of Utah and Nevada, are anxious to obtain
lands. Dot1btless no great difficulty wonld be met in inducing them to go on a reservation ; but within the territory inhabited by them there are no unoccupied land s
which could be secured for their use. To the north, on the Malhenr River, there is a
reservation of wha,t is represented to be good land, well watered, and with abundance
of timber. On this reservation there are about 500 Indians, allied to these of Nevada
anc.l California. The commission deem it wise that an effort should be made to consolidate all these Inchans, namely, the Indians already on the Malheur reservation, the
uncollected triues in Western Nevada aud Northeastern California, a.nd the Iudians
who belong to the Walker River and Pyramid Lake reservations.
The total number of such Indians would be about 2,300.
RECAPITULATION.
The tribes whose· condition has been thus briefly discussed, and for whose disposition recommendations bave been made, are scattered over a great extent of territory,
embracing the greater part of -the region between the Rocky Mountains and the
Sierras. The boundaries of this region may be indicated in a general way, as follows :
Beginning on the north line of Oregon where that line crosses the Sierras, and continuing south along the crest of this range of mountains to ·w alker's Pass in Southern
California, and from theuce east to the southeast corner of Nevada; and from thence
northeast to the pqint where San Jua.n River crosses t.he northern line of Arizona; and
from thence east along this line to the southeast corner of Utah; and from thence
north along the eastern line of Utah and beyond the line of Utah to the Wind River
Mountains; and from thence in a north westedy direction along the Wind River Mountains and the mountains which separate Montana from Idaho to a point directly east
of the northern line of Oregon, and from that point to the place of beginning. The
region of country thus described embraces the greater part of IdaboJ nearly two-thirds
of Oregon, nearly one-fourth of California, t;he entire State of Nevada, and the Territory of Utah, one-fifth of Arizona, and one-sixth of Wyoming, and contains about
420,000 square miles.
Within the territory thus described there are two small reservations, of which no
mention has been made in this report, on the eastern slope of the Sierras in Oregon.
The Indians who belong to these reservations originally occupied the country west of
the Sierras, and do not belong to the great family of tribes we have been discnssing.
The Shoshones ::\nd Bannacks, of the Wind River reservation, are without the boundaries of the .country described, bnt they belong to the s:-tme family of tribes.
The same is true with regard to the tribes of Utes which belong to the great reservation in Western Colorado; and the Comanches of Texas. are also a branch of this people. The Indians who inhabit this great district of country are estimated to number
nearly 27,000, in the last annual report of the Bureau of Indian Affl:l,irs. The facts
.which we have collected show that there are not more than 9,359; and adding to this
300 Chem-a-hue-vis, belonging to the same race that live to the south of the district
described, we have 9,659.
It is proposed to collect all the P:ti-Utcs of Southern Nevada,, Southeastern California,
• Northwestern Arizona., and Southern Utah, together with t.he Chem-a-hne-vis of Southeastern California, on the Mo'-a-pa l'eservation, in Southern 1'\ev~td a . The total number of these Indians is 2,327.
It is proposed to collect the Utes of Utah, thA Pah-vants of Utah, anu the Go-si Utes
of Utah and Northeastern Nevada, on the Uintah reservation. The total number of
these Indians is 1, 150.
It is proposed to collect the Ba.nnacks and Shoshones at Fort Han; the Shoshone tribes of Salmon River, the Northwestern Shoshones of Sout.hern Idaho and
Northern Utah, and the West.ern Shoshones of Centml Neva.cla, South western Idaho,
an~l Southeastern Oregon, on the reservation at Fort Hall. The total number of these
Indians is ;~,8~2.
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It is proposed to collect the Pah-Utes, Shoshones, &c., who are already on the
Malheur r eservation, the Pah-lJt,es or Pa-vi-o'-tsoes, who are now on the resenration at
Pyramid Lake and Walke~: River, and the uncollected tribes of Westem Nevada and
Northeastern California, on the reservation at Malheur River. The total number of
these Indians is 2,300.
.
.
Qn the ac_companying map, being a part of. the map of .the. Umted States a;nd T~rn-.
tones compiled in the General Land-Office, the several d1strwts of country mhab1ted ·
by the tribes included in this report are indicated by colors numbered to correspond
with a tabular statement. Tile Indians inhabiting the districts colored with carmine
are Pai-Utes, and the reservation recommended for them is of the same color, bordered
with black. The brown colors indicate the tribes which should be collected at the
Uintah reserYation. This reservation .is also colored brown, bordered with black.
The yellow colors indicate tribes which should go to the Fort Hall reservation, which
is also colored yellow, bordered with black.
The Indians that should be collected at the Malhenr reservation inhabit the region·
of country inclnded within green lines, and the Malheur reservation is colored green,
with black border.
Embraced within the boundaries of the four reservations there are about ten tho·usand square miles of laud. Ouly a small portion o~ this land is fit for agricultural
purposes, much of it being san,dy desert and moun tam waste..
The district of country relieved of the presence of the Indians is about four hun•
dred and ten thousand square miles.
GENERAL REMARKS.
All of the Indians who have beeu visited by the commission fnlly appreciate the
hopelessness of contending against the Govenuuent of the United States and the tide
of civilization.
'Ihey are broken into many small tribes, anrl their 1lomes so interspersed among the
settlements of white men, that their power is entirely broken and no fear should be
entertained of a general war with them. The time ha.s passed when it was necessary
to buy peace. It only remains t.o decide what should be done with them for the relief
of the white people from their petty depredations, and from the demoralizing influences
accompanying the presence of savages in civilized communities, and also tor the best·
interests of the Indians themselves. To ~ive them a partial supply of clothing and a•
small amount of food annually, while tney yet remain among the settlements, is to
encourage them in idleness, and directly tends to establish them as a class of wandering beggars. If they are not to be collected on reservations they should no longer re.·
ceive aid from the General Government, for every dollar given them in their present,
condition is an injury. This must be understood in the light that it is no longer uec.essary to buy peace. Perhaps the Utes of the Uintah Valley should be excepted fm~ ,
this statement, as they might thus be induced to join the Utes of Westem Coloradp
who are yet unsubdued.
Again, they cannot be collected on reservations and kept there without provisions
being made for their maintenance. To have them nomina.Hy on a reservation an<i actually, the greater part of the year, wandering among the Rettlements, is of no adva,ntage, but rather an injury, as the people, believing that they should remain oa their
reservations, and considering that t hey are vio lating their agreements with the Government in wandenng away, refuse to employ them and treat them with many indig-nities. And this consolidation ot' a number of tribes of Indians in one body makes
them strong<tr, more independent, and more detlant than they would be if scattered
about the country as small tribes. If, then, they are to be collected on reservations
and held there by furnishing them with au adequate support, it is evideut wisdom
that they should be provided with the necessary means aud taught to wotk, that they·
may become self-supporting at the ea.rliest possible day ; and it is urgently recommended that steps be taken to secure thi~-; end, or that they be given over to their own
resources and left to fight the battle of life for themselves. It is not pleasant to contemplate the effect and final result of · this last-mentioned course. The Indian in his .
relations with the white man rarely associates with the better class, but finds his companions in the lowest and vilest of society-men whose object is to corrupt or plnnder.
He thus learns from the superior race e' e ~ything that is bad, nothing that is good. His
presence in the settlement is a source of irritation and a cause of fear, especially·among
the better class of people.
.
Such persons will not employ him, for they do not desire the presence of a half-naked,
vicious savage in their families.
'
Nor are the pe:)ple of these communities willing to assume the trouble or expense of
controlling the Indians by the ordinary agencies of local government, but are always
ready to punish either real or supposed crimes by resort to arms.
Such a course; together with the effects of crime amlloathsome disease, mus·t finally·
result iri the annihilation of the race.
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By the otb er alternative, pntt.inrr them on r eser vations and teaching them to bbor.
th ey mnst for a number of years be a h eavy expense to th e General Govern ment, but
~t. is believed that the burden would not be as great as t.hat on the loc!11 goveromen~s
1f the Indians were left to themselves. It is very probable, also, that tn the ~equel tt
will be found c h e~tp er for the General Government to collect them on I:e~ervatwns, ~or
there is always serious danger of pett.y conflicts arising between the Indu:tns an? whtte
men which w ill demand the interference of the General Government and entatl some
expense. The commission does not consider that a r eservation should be looked upon
in the light of a pen where a horde of savages a re to be fed with flou~ anrl b~ef, to .be
supplied with blankets from the Governme nt bounty, and to be furuu~hed with pamt
and gew-gaws by the greed .of traders, but that a r eservation should be a school of industry and a home for these unfortunate people. In council w ith the Indians great
care was taken not to implant in their minds the idea that the Government was willing to pay th em for yielding lands whi ch white men needed, and that as a recompense for such lands they would be furni shed with clothing and food, and thus enabled
to live in idleness. The question was presented to the Indian something in ·this light:
The white men take these lands and use them, and from the earth secure to themseLves
food, clothing, and many other desirable things. Why shQuld not the Indian do· the
same~ The Government of the United States is an xious for yon to try. If you will
unite and agree to become farmers, it will secure to you permanent titles to such lands
as yon need, and will give you the n ecessary assh;tance to begin such a life, expecting
t.hat you will soon be able to take care of yourselves, as do white men and civilized
Indians.
All the tribes mentioned in this censns ta,bl e, and many others, ha,ve been visited by
the commission, and frequent cousulta.tious ll eld with them coucerninp; th e importance
of tlleir removing to reservation s, and th ey have disous:sed it among themselves very
fully.
Care has been taken to secure common consultation among those trib es which should
be united as represented in the plans above, and we doubt not that these questions
will form the subject of many a night's council during the pr sent winter; and if the
suggestions made by the commission shonld be acted upon, it i~ to he hoped that ue;x:t
summer will find the great majority of these Intlia.ns prepared to move.
SUGGESTIOXS IN REGARD TO THE

M . \NA G I~M ENT

OF THESE RE SERVATIONS.

With a view of ultimately civilizing these Indians, the commission beg leave to make
some suggestions concerning the management of reserva,tions .
. First. All bounties given to the Indians should, so far as possible, be used to induce
them to work. No able-bodied Indian should be either fed or clothed except in pa~·
ment for labor, even though such labor is expended in providing for his own future
wants. Of conrse these remarks apply only to those who form the subject of our report-those wit.h whom it is no longer n ecessary to deal as public ellemies, and with
the nnderstand~ng that they mnst be conciliated to prevent war. It has already been
stated that such a course is unnecessary with these Indian<~.
Second. They should not be provided with r ead.v-made clothing. S11bstantial fabrics,
should be given them from which they can mannfacture their own garments. Such a
course was taken during the past year with th e Pi-Utes, nuder the direction of the commission, and the r<'snlt was very satisfactory. For illustration, on the Pi-Ute reservation four hundred Indians received uncut cloth sufficient to make each man, woman, and
child a snit of clothes. With these fabrics, thread, needles, buttons, &c., were issued.
The services of an intelligent, painstaking woman were secured to teach the women
how to cut and make garments for themselves and their families. Three weeks after
the issue of this material the commission revisited th e reservation and found these Indians well clothed in garments of their own make. At first th ey complained bitterly
that ready-made clothing was no~ fm:nish ed to tl1em as it had been previously, but.
when we returned to the reservat.IOn 1t was found that they fully appreciated that the
same money had been much more advantageously spent than on previous occasions.
Where the Indians have received ready-made clothing for a number of years, the
()~lange sl::ould not be made too violent]~, but a wise and tirm a. rrent could soon have
all his Indians making their own clothing.
"'
Third. The Indians sho :1ldnot be furnished with tents; as l tmgasthey h:wetents they
move about wtth great faciJit.y, and are thus encouraged to continue their nomadic
life. As fast as possible, houses should be built for them. Some of the Indians are
already prepared for such a change, and greatly desire to live in houses. A few, especially the older people, are prejudiced against such a course, and perhaps at first could
not be induc1-1d to live in them; but such a change could be made gradually to the great
advanta.ge of the Indian, both for his health and comfort, and for its civilizing influence.
': Fourth. Each Indian family should be supplied with a cow, to enable them to
start in the accumulation of property. The Indians now understand the value of
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domestic cattle, and are anxious to acquire this cla,ss of property, and a few .of them
have already made a beginning in this direction. Some. h~v~ ten, t~venty, th~rty, ~tnd
even fifty b ead , though these are exceptional cases, and It Is mterestmg to noti_ce that,
as soon as an Indian acquires property, bo more thoroughly appreciates the nghts of
property, and becomes an advocate of law and order(
Fifth. In all this cou ntry the soil cannot be cultivat'e d without artificial irrigation,
and under these conditions agricultural operations are too complicated for t~e Indian
without. careful superintendence. It will be impossible also to find a suffiment b?rly
of land m any one place for the necessary farms; they must be scattered many miles
a~art. There will, therefore, be needed on each reservation a number of farmers to
g 1ve general direction to a.U such labor.
.
·
Sixth. On each reservation there should be a bla.cksmith, carpenter, and a saddle a.nd
h arness maker, and each of these mechanics shonld e mploy several Indian apprentices,
and should consider that the most important pa,rt of his duty was to instruct such apprentices, and from. time to time a shoemaker and other mechanics should be added to
this number.
Seventh. An efi:icient medical department should be organized on each reservation .
A great number of the di seases with which the Iufli an h; pla.gned yield read ily to medical treatment, and by such a course. many lives can b ~ saved and n~•1ch suft\:~ riu g pr~
vented. But there is another very Important reason for the establishment of a medl?al department. The magician or "medic in e man ': w iel_ds much i.n!lue~1C~, ancl such
mfluence is always bad; l.mt in the presence of an Intelligent physician rt Is soon lost .
. ~ighth. It is unnecessary to rnentio,n the po~ver which schools would have. over th e
nsmg generation of Indians. Next to teacblllg t hem to work, the most. Important
thing is to t each th em the English lan ()'uage. In their own language thel'e IS woven
so m~r.ch mythology ~nd sor~ery that a ~r_1ew one is nee~ed in order to a iel th_en~ i_n . advanc~ng beyond their baneful superstJt.Ions; and t.be Ideas a nd th oughts ot c1 v 1llzed
life caunot be communicated to them in their own tongues.
THE RELATION 01<' THE ARMY TO THESE INDIANS.

Your commission canuot refrain from expresRing its opinion concerning the effect of
the presence of soldiers among these Indians where they are no longer needed to keep
them under subjection. They regard the presence of a soldier as a standing menace,
and to them the very name of soldier is synonymons with all that is offensive and e·v il.
To the soldier t.hey attrib11te their social demoralization a nd the unmentionable diseases with which they are jnfested. Everywh ere, as we traveled among these Indians,
the question would be asked us, "If we go to a reservation will the Government place
soldiers there~" And to such a removal two objections were invariably urged: the
fh:st was, "We do not wish to desert the graves of our f:1tbers ;17 and the second, "We
do not wish to give our ~vomen to the em brace of the soldiers."
If the troops are not absolutely necessary in the country for the purpose of overawing these Indians, or protecting them in their rights against the encroachments of
white men, it will be conceded that they should be removed.
We have already expressed the opinion that they are not needed to prevent a general war, and we believe that they are not useful in securing justice between white
men and Indians and between Indians aud Indians. In war we deal with people as
organized into nationalities, not as indivi<luals. Some hungry Indian steals a beef, some
tired Indian steals a horse, a vicious Indian commits a depredation, and flies to the
mountains. No effort is made to punish the real offender, but the first Indian met is
shot at sight. Then, perhaps, the Indians retaliate, and th e news is spread through the
country that war has broken out with the Indians. Troops are sent to the district and
wander around among the mountains and return. Perhaps a few Indians are killed,
and perhaps a few white men. Usnall.v in all such cases the white mao is the chief
sufferer, for he has property which can be spoiled, and the Indian bas none that he ca,nnot easily hide in the rocks. His methods of warfare are such that we cannot cope
with him without resorting to means which are repugn,ant to civilized people; and,
after spending thonsands, or even millions of dollars, on an affair which, at its inception, was but a petty larceny, we make a peace with the In<liaus, and enter into au
agreement to secure biin.lands, which we cannot fulfill, and to give him anuuities, tht:)
expense of which are a bnrdeu on the public Treasury.
This treatment of the Indians as nations or tribes is in every way bad. Now, the
most vicious Indian in any tribe has it in his power, at any moment that be may desire, to practically declare war between his own tribe, and perhaps a dozeu surrounding tribes, and the Government. of thfl United States.
What now is needed with all these subdued Indians is some method by which individual criminals can be arrested and brought to justice. This cannot be done by the
methorls of war. As long as the Indians are scattered among the settlements the facts
show that this cannot be done. The Indian has no kno ·wledge of legal methods, and
avenges his .own wrongs by ways which are tradit.ioual with him, while the prejudice
against savages whi:Jh has grown through ceotmies of treacherous and bloody war-
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fare, and the prejudices of race, which are always greatly exagg~rated among the
lower c~ass of people, with whom the Indian. is most l.iable to assomate, are .sl:ch that
the Ind1an cannot secure justice thro~gh the mter~entH.m of the ~ocal autho~mes.
There is now no oTeat uninhabited and unknown regwn to whiCh the India.n can be
sent. He is among us, and we must either prote~t him or destroy him. Th e .only
course left by which these Indians can be S<tved 1s to gather them on reservatiOns,
which shall be schools of industry and civilization, and the superintendents of which
shall be the proper officers to s~cure justice between the two ra~es, and between individuals of the Indian race. For this purpose 'on each reservatiOn there should be a
number of wise :firm men who as judges and police officers, would be able in all ordinary cases to sdcure subst'antiai justice. In extraordinary cases no .hasty steps shoul.d
be taken. Surprises and massacres need no longer be feare~, an~ If a larger force IS
needed than that wielded by the employes on the reservatiOns, 1t would, L~ easy to
increase it by civil methods.
.
.
.
For this purpose laws should be enacted clearly de:fimng the r1ghts of the •Indians
and white men in their mutual relations, and the power of the officers of the Indian
Department, and the methods of procedure to secure justice. It might. possibly be
unwise to withdraw all the troops at once. It might be better to remove them pari
passu with the establishment of the Indians on reservations. . .
. .
Permit the remark just here, that tlle expense of the m1.htary and CIVIl methods
stand in very glaring contrast. Within the territory which has heretofore been described it is probable that about .two million dollars will be expended in the support
of troops during the present fiscal year, and mnch less than two hundred thousand
dollars through the Indian Department for feeding, clothing, and civilizing the Indians.•
We beg leave again to menti<m that these remarks apply only to conquered tribes.
There are some Indians in other portions of the United States whom it is necessary
to manage by other methods, who yet have the pride and insolence and treachery of
savages. But by far the greater part of the Indians scattered throughout the territory
from the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific coast are in a condition substantially the
same as tllose who form the sul1ject of this report.

APPROPRIATIONS.
J~STIMATES

IrOR APPROPIUATIONS SUBMITTED BY THE INDIAN BUftEAU, THROUGH THE
SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, FOR THE SUPPORT, ETC., OF THE INDIANS HERETOFORE DESCIUBED, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1875. (See letter from
th~ Secretary of the Treasury, trans~itting estimat.es of appropriations on pages

indicated.)
91. One agent for the Malheur reservation ... _.. _.............. . ....... _. __
91. Two agent.s for the tribes in NeYada, viz: the Pi- Utes and Walker River
and Pyramid Lake reservations, $1,500 each . _... _. _.... _..... _.. ____ .... .
91. One agent at :Fort Hall reservation _..... __ ........... _......... _. _.... .
91. One !1gent for the tribes in Utah, viz: Uintall Valley agency .... _..... _..

92. One mterpreter, Malheur agency ........................ _. _.... ....... .
92. One interpreter, Fort Hall agency ........... ____ ...... _____ ...........•
92. Three in~erpreters for .the tribes in Nevada, viz: Pi-Utes, Walker River,
and Pyramid Lake a.genmes, at $500 each .........•.......... _..... • ......
92. One interpreter for the tribes in Utah .................•.................
104. Fulfilling treaties with Shoshones, Eastern, Western, Northwestern and
Goship bands ......................... ____ .. __ ............• _...•....'. _..
104. Eastern bands ..... __ .............. _....... __ .............•.. __ . _. _.. .
104. Eleventh of twenty installments, to be expended under the direction of
the President in the purchase of such articles as he may deem suitable to
their wants, either as bunters or herdsmen, per fifth article treaty of July

$1,500
~.ooo

1,500
1,500
500
500
1,500
500

2, 1863 . - .•• - - . - - - . - ~- - - - - . - . - . - - - - - - - - - . - - - - .. - - - . . - - - •• - - - - . - - - - - . - - - - . 10,000
104. vVestern bands ................. _.................. __ ............. _.•.
104. Elevent.h of twenty installments, to be expended under the direct"ion of

the President in the purchase of such articles as he may deem suitable to
t.beir wants, either as bunters or herdsmen, per seventh article treaty of
October 1, 1863 ........•..•......•.•.•............•.•....••.•..•••..•••..
105. Northwestern bands ......•... ··-··· ............ , ........... __ ....•...
105. Eleventh of twenty installments, to be expended under the direction of'
the President in the purchase of such articles as he may deem suitable to
their wants, either as hunters or herdsmen, per third article treaty of July
30, 1863---- -- -- -- -. - - -. --- --. - •. - •.. - - - - . - . -- •... ---- .. --- - .. -- -- .• -- --105. Goship baJ?dS . . . . . . ............................ _.. _... _.. __ .......•.
105. Eleventh of twenty installments, to be expended under the direction of

5,000

5,000
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tbe President in the purchase of such articles, including cattle for b~rding
or other purposes, as he may deem suitable to their wants and conditwn a~:~
hunters and herdsmen. .. ...............................................
$1,000
105
.Fulfilling t1·eaties tcith Shoshones ttnd Ba11noclcs.
Bannocks:
:Fifth of thirty installments, to purchase four hunch·ed suits of clothing ~or
males over fourteen years ofage, the :flannel, bose, calico, and domestics for
four hundred females over twelve years of age, and such :flannel a!Jd cotton
goods as may be needed to make suits for four hundred boys and gu·ls under
the ages named.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
6, 937
· Fifth of ten installments, for purchase of such articles as may be considered
proper by the Secretary of the Interior, for eight hundred persons roaming,
at ten dollars each, and four hundred persons engaged in agriculture, at
twenty dollars each.............................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16, 000
Pay of physician, teacher, carpenter, miller, engineer, farmer, aud blacks~ith, as per tenth ar.t icle treaty of July tQ.ird, eighteen bunured and sixtyeight.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .
6, 800
First of three installments, for the purchase of seeds and farming implements, as per eighth article same treaty.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .
2, .500
Transportation of goods that may be purchased for the Shoshones and
Bannocks ... ~ ....•••........•..................... ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5, 000
105

Settlement, subs·istence, a11d support of ShoshoneB and Bannocks and other
bands of Idaho and Southeastern Orpgon.

This amount to be expended in such goods, provisions, or other articles as the
President may from time to time determine, including transportation ; in instructing in agricultural pursuits; in providing employes, educating childrep, procuring medicine and medical attendance; care for and support of
the aged, sick, and infirm, for the helpless orphans of said Indians, and in
any other respect to promote their civilization, comfort, and improvement... 40, 000
109

Incidental expenses of the Indian

~ervice

in Idaho Te1Titory.

General incidental expenses of the Indian service in Idaho Territory: presents
of goods, agricultural implements, and other useful articles; and to assist
them to locate in permanent abodes and sustain themselves by the pursuits
of civilized life, to be expended under the directiun of the Secretary of the
Interior, $20,000, one-half.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, 000
109

Inc·idental expenses ofthe Ind·i an se1·vice in Nevada.

General incidental expenses of the Indian service in Nevada: presents of goods,
agricultural implements, and other useful articles; and to assi~:~t them to locate in permanent abodes and sustain themselves by the pursuits of civilized
life, to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior.... 50, 000
110

Incidental expenses of the Indian serv'ice in Orego11.

General incidental expenses of the Indian service in Oregon, including transportation of annuity goods and presents, (where no special provision is made
therefor by treaty,) and Jor paying. the expenses of the removal and subsistence of Indians in Oregon, (not parties to any treaties,) aud for the pay of
necessary employes, $75, 000 ; of this amount ............... _... . . • . . . . . . 10, 000
110

Incidental expenses of the Indian sen~ice in Utah Ter1'ito1·y.

General inciden~al expenses of the Indian service in Utah Territory: presents
of goods, agricultural implements, and other useful articles, and to assist them
to locate in permanent abodes and sustain themselves by the pursuits of
civilized life, including transportation and necessary expenses of delivering
provisions to the.Jndj.ans -within .the Utah superintendency; and for .subsistence and · clothing for Indians located -upon the· Uintah Valley reservation,
Utah, to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior .. •. 50, 000
110

Civilization and su.bsistence of Indians on the Malheur reservation.

This amount, or so much thereof as may be necessary, in the purchase of goods,
subsistence stores, &c., for the Indians collected on the Malheur reservation,

UTE, P.AI-UTE, GO-SI U TE , .AND SHOSHONE INDIANS.

29

Oregon, and in in structing them io agricultural and mechanical pursuits,
providing employes, educating children, procuring medicine and medical
attendance, care for a nd support of the aged, sick, and infirm; for the helpless orphans of said Indians, or in any otller respect to promote their civilization, comfort, and improvement ............. - ....... .. --- ..... . .......... $40, 000
Total amount of these estimates ......... - ............... . ........... 261"l, 737
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR APPHOPlUATIONS.

In lieu of the foregoing the following are subm itted.:
Fo1· ihe Pai-Ute reservation.

:For the employment of one agent, three farmers, one blacksmith, one carpenter, one sa<ldle aud harness ma ker, one miller, one teacher, and three general
assistants ........................................ - .........•............
For the purcllase of t eams, wagons, agricultural implements, seeds and tools,
and supplies for the shops of the mechanics ............................... .
For the purchase of lumber and other material for the agency buildings ... ~ ..
For subsistence supplies ............ ...•.............................. _.... .
For the purchase of a sufficient number of cows to give one to each Indian
family ........ __ ...... _........ __ ...... . ............................ _..
For the purchase of fabrics for clothing and other necessary articles for the Indians ............ ----- .............................. - -- ...... - .. .. ......•
For machinery and repairs on mill .........•........ __ ...... _•.............•
For salary of ~:mrgeon, hospital steward, and medical supplies for hospital ....
For constructing wagon-road from the agency to such point as the Secretarv
of the Interior may direct .................... _..........•. _.........•.. :.
For the pay:ment of freighting and traveling expenses ....... ............•...
For collecting the Indians on the r eservation and incidental expenses ....... .
For one interpreter ..................... . .. -··· ....••............ --·····--·
Total a.moun t of appropriation recommended for the Pai-Ute reservation.

$12,900
8,000
3,000
10,000
' 10,000
15,000
5,000
5,000
5,000
10,000
12,000
500
96,400

Fm· the Uintah 1·eservai'ion.

For the employment of one a.gent, one farm er, one blacksmith, on e carpenter,
one saddle and harness maker, one miller, one engineer, one te~cher, and
three general assistants ............ ---------· : .............. . ·---···---··
For the purchase of te·ams, wagons, agricultural implements, seeds, tools, and
supplies for th e shops of the mechanics .. _•...... _...... _
For the erection of houses for th e Indians ........ ~ ......... ~ . " ·.. " __ ....... _.
J?or subsistence supplies ........ _.. _. _.... _............... • ........... _....
For the purchase of a sufficient number of cows to give one to each Indian
famil y: .. - .... -- ..... -- .. -.- .....•....... __ . .. , . - _......... . ... ___ ..• _..
For th e purchase of ready-made clothing, and for fabrics for clothing, and other
articles necessar,y for the Indians .. _._ .. _.. _.... __ . _..•
~ ~.
For the salary of surgeon, hospital steward, and medical supplies for the hospital._ ... _. _... _..... _... _.• _.. _.... _.......... __ ... _...
For constructing a wagon-road from the a.g ency to the railroad .... . ___ . . . _.•
For the payment of freighting and traveling expenses .....•.. ---· ...... --··
For collecting the Indians on the reservation and incidental expenses .... _...
For one interpreter ..•• ----·---·--··- •......••..... ···-v• ·----· ·-··-- ···--v

v

••• _

_.

• • • • • • • • __ • •

___ • • • • • • • •

v

••••••

__ •

_

•• _

_

_

••

Total amount of appropriation recommended. for the Uintah reservation.

$11,750
10, 000
5, 000
10, 000
6, 000
8, 000
5,000
10,000
5,000
5,000
500
76,250

For the Fort Hall1'eservation.

For the employment of one agent, three farmers, one blacksmith, one carpenter, one saddle and harness maker, one engineer, one teacher, aud three general assistants ....... _....
For the purcbase of teams, wagons, agricultural implements, seeds, tools, and
supplies for the shops of the mechanics ..... ~ •. _.....•.. . - . -. . . . . . . . • . . . . .
For the erection of buildings for the Indians .......................•...... -.
For subsistence supplies ..... _-. - . ... -.-- .. -...... - .•. - ..•. --- .... - ---. - - -For the purchase of a sufficient number of cows to gtve one to each Indian
family. ___ .........•....•. _.........•.•.. - ..••.... -- . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . • • • •
For the purchase of rea<:1y-made clothing, and fabrics fo~ clothing, and articles
necessary for the Indians . . . . . • . • • • • • . • • • • • . . . • • • . . . . . . • • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • •
v

•••• _

• • • • • __ • • • _ . _

••••••••• -

••• -.-

••• -

••• -

••••

$14, 100
8, 000
12, 000
12, 000
16, 000
18, 000
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For. the salary of rmrgeon, hospital steward, and medical supplies for the hospital ... __ ....... ---· .......... ___ ..... . . _.... ___ ........ _--· ......... . -· $5,000
8,000
For the payment of freighting and traveling expenses ..................... -.
For col1ecting the Indians on the reservation and incidental expenses ... -- . . - 12,000
500
For one interpreter ..................................................... --.
Total amount of appropriation recommended for Fort Hall reservation. 105,600

For the Malhem· 1·esm·vation.
For continuing the agencv for the reservations at Pyramid Lake and Walker
River until the crops ~now planted shall be harvested, and for removing
these Indians to the Malheur reservation ............................. --..
Fo_r the employment of one agent, three farmers, one blacksmith, one _carpen·Ler, one saddle and harness maker, one teacher, and three general assistantsFor the pnr~hase of teams, wagons, agricultural implements, seeds and tools,
and supplies for the shops of the mechanics.. ... .. . .... .. . •.• .. .. .. .. . .. .
For the erection of buildings.......... .. .. .. . .. • . .. .. . .. .. .. . . . . • .. . .. . . . ..
For subsistence supplies ... ... ... .. . . .. .. . .. . .. . .. . . . .... . .. . . .... . .. . .. .. .
:For the purchase of a sufficient number of cows to give one to each Indian
family ..............•....... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .
For the purchase of ready-made clothing, and fabrics for clothing, and other
necessary articles for the Indians ..................... -.......... ---- .... .
For salary of surgeon, hospital steward, and medical supplies for the hospitaL
For the payment of freighting and traveling expenses ...................... .
For collecting the Indians on the reservation aud incidental expenses .••.....
For one interpreter .......•...................••••...•..........•.........•

$12, 000

11, 700
10,000
10, 000
12,000
12, 000

15,0{)0
5,000

8,000

8,000
500

Total amount of appropriations recommended for the Malheur reservation 1P4, 200
ESTIMATED VALUE OF THE CLADfS OF CERTAIN SETTLERS ON THE M6-A-I'A RESERVATION.

}~a;,c~~ff~!~~-s ~ .. ___ ... __ ...... ~ _...... ___ .... _.... ___ .. _.............. .. $7,f>OO

~;~~~~~se!~t1l~~ ~

- ·--·....···--····---- ·. - . ·----.... ···.... ·········

Daniel Bonelli ............................................................ .

~oi~~1e~~lr~~~~~~~~} .... ---· ---~-· ·--·-- ---·--- ---- ·---·· -----· .... -----·

William Anderson .......................•........................... "..... .
Augustus James.... . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............................•......
Abraham James .•.......................................••................
Robert Logan ........... ~ .....•...........................................

4,250
5,700
6,200
750

750
1,500

2,200

.----... --.............. - - ...... -.~-- .....·_.......... ..

1,400.

-- ...... --- ............................. ---· ..... -- ... --

1,800

Total ..........•.........•........... ~ ...•...........................

32,050

~~~~ ~~~~!!:~i ~

;~~~:i~J~~o;~~~}

It is recommended that appropriations be asked to pay the above claims.

These people already occupy much of the available lana on this reservation, and have
control of the water. It is absolutely necessary that they should . be removed if the
Indians are to be established as agriculturists.
A special report, giving in detail the character of these improvements, viz, the
buildings, trees, orchards, vineyards, water-ways, &c., together with certified copies of
the surveys whibh were made under the State laws of Nevada to secure these settlers
in their possessory rights, and a map of the reservation showing the situation of each
claim, will be suumitted on the completion of the map.
GENERAL

It is recommended-

RECOMME~DATIONS.

•
l:<'irst. That the act entitled "An act to vacat.e and sell the present Indian reservation
in Utah Territory, and to settle the Indians of said Territory in the Uintah Valley," approved May 5, 1864, (see U. S. Stats. at Large, yol. 13, p. 63,) be repealed, and that the
lands to which it refers be thrown open to settlement in the usual way. (See previous remarks on "The small reservations at San Pete, Corn Creek, Spanish Fork, and Deep
'Creek.")
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Second. That the boundaries of the Pai-Ute resenation be established as follows :
Beginuing at a point on the. qotorado Riv~r ~f t b.e West eight miles east of th e. one
hundred and fourteenth rnend1an, and contmum g from thence due north to the thutyseventh parallel of ]atit.ude; aud continuin g from thence due west along Raid thirtyseventh parallel of latitude ~o ~ po!nt twent.y miles west ?f the one. hundred and
fifteenth meridian; and contm nm g from thence due so uth thirty-five miles; and contin ninO' from theuee due east thirty-six miles; and continuin g from thence due south
to the ~enter of the cha nn el of the Colorado River of the West; and continuing from
thence along s.a id center of the channel of the Colorado River of the West to the point
of beginn injr. (See previous remarks nuder the beadings of " R eservations on the M6a-pa" a nd "Timber.")
Third. That an inspector, togeth er with a competent eng in eer , employed for this
purpose from tlle incid ent.al funds of the s1weral reservations, shall v isit the reser vations at Uintab, Fort Hall, and on the Malheur r eservat.ion , and, in company with the
· arrent and some of the chiefs and principal Jn ( ~n ot' tho tribes belonging on such r eser-.
v~tion s, sh all make a careful exami uation of t he tmritory em braced wit.hin the reservations and designate certain natural, or if need be artificial, boundari es for the same,
and r eport such action to the Department, to be submitted to Congress for final approyal, so that the boundaries of such reservations ma.y be a.ccurately established by
law. ·when the boundaries have been thus surveyed it would be well to have the
reservations surveyed and diviued iuto small tracts aud topographical maps made of
them.
Fourth. That the agents for these reservations b e anthorized to promise the Indians
that one cow will be rri ve11 to each Indian family settling ou these reservations annually for a term of t~o years subsequeut to that iu which the first issue of cattle is
made.
Fifth. Also that the agents for these reservations be authorized to promise the
Indians that $10,000 will be expended annually on the M6-a-pa reservation, $6,QOO
annually on the Uintah reservation, $15,000 annually on the Fort Hall reservation,
and $10,000 annually on the Malheur reservayion, for such a term of years as may be
necessa1;y to give each Indian family a bouse, to exceed in cost not more than $200;
but that such cost shall not include the labor bestowed updn the same by the Indian
himself.
Sixth. That should any of these Indians prefer to go to any other of t.hese reservations than that t.o which they have been assigned in the foregoing report, or to the
reservation at Wind River, the Secretary of the Iuterior shall have the authority to
transfer the proper proportion of these appropriations from the account of the reservation to which it has been specially appropriated, to such reservation as the Indians
may elect-provided the Secretary of the Interior shall approve of such election.
PAPERS ACCOMPANYING THIS HEPORT.
First. A map of the Pi-Ute reservation in Southeastern Nevada.
Second. A section of the "Map of the United States and Territori es prepared in the
General Land-Office," with the distticts inhabited by the various tribes embraced in
this report, colored so as to indicate the geogra.phical distribution of the several. tribes
which should be collected on the reservations.
·
Third. Report concerning the claims of settlers in th e Mo-a-pa Valley, with copies of
surveys, &c., marked A, B, C, and D, and photographs numbered!, 2, 3.
In our letter of instruction, we were directed to consult with Col. H. A. Morrow, commandant at Camp Douglas, in Utah Territory.
While we were at Salt Lake City, completing plans for the operations of the summer,
Colonel Morrow was confined to his room by severe ~;;ickness, and his pbysician thongbt
it unwise for us to hold any consultation with him. but we availed ourselves of his
wise counsel to the limit of our opportunities.
To many of the citizens of Utah and Nevada we are indebted for information, advice,
and assistance, and we are pleased here to state that we met everywhere with the most
hearty co-operation from the better class of people.
Invoking your attention to the facts herein set forth, and your consideration of the
recommendations made,
We, are, with much respect., your obedient scrvauts,
.
J. W . POWELL,
G. W. INGALLS,
Spec·ial Cornrnissione1·s.
Hon. CoMMISSIONI!m OF INDIAN AFFAms,
!f'asMngton, D. C.
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REPORT CONCERNING CLAIMS OF SETTLERS IN THE M<J-A-PA VALLEY,
(S. E. NEVADA,) BY SPECIAL CO.M MISSIONERS J. W. POWELL AND G. W·
INGALLS.
vV.ASHI:-;'GTON, D. c., December 18, 1873.
Sm: The fullowi og is :1 statea.w n t of t.he character and estimated value of the claims
of certain sett.lers iu the valley of the Mo-a-pa or Mu<.lJy Creek within t.he territory set
apart by Bx:ecutive onler, <latell Mitrch 12, ltl7:~, as a reservation for the Pi ·Ut.es of
Southern Utah, Southern Nevada, Southeastern Califoruia, and Northwestern Arizona.
CLAIM OF ISAAC JENNINGS AND J. S. MOFFETT.
Land.- Amount of land claimed three hundred and twenty acres. The land originally
claimed by these parties was in two tracts, of one hnndred and sixty acres each, but a.
copartnership was formed by the said Isaac Jennin<rs aud J. S. Moffett, and t!Jey now
lay claim to three hundred and twenty acres as a co~pany.
Claim surveyed February 6 and 7, 1872, by C. "\f\T. Wandell, depnty surveyor of Lincoln
Count~T' State of Nevada, in accordance with the laws of Nevada, enacted for the purpose of securing possessory rights to Government lanJ. not haviug been surveyed by
the General Government.
(See accompanying paper marked A, "certifietl copy of surveys of I~aac J enui ngs.")
Water-ways.-The greater part of these lands are covered by irrig<ttiug- canals, but
onl;v a portion of said canals have been kept in good order; in some places they are part ial ly destroyed, in others total ly. More than nine-tenths of this land has been under
cultivation, but one-half of jt has been neglected; the other half is still in good order,
and the ditches for irrigating the same are in repair.
Tree.s.-Several thousand cottonwood-trees have beeu planted beside the ditches,
being from one to eight years old, and from twenty to sixty feet high; thrifty. A small
amount of garden shntbbery; a small amount of hedging set for the purpose of sniJdividing a part of the land into lots.
·
V·i neyards.-Seven plats planted in vineyard, on which are two thousand good g rapevines from four to eight years old; fifteen hundred second-class of the same age, aud one
thousand third-class, or nearly worth less, of the same age.
·
Meadow.-Eighteen acres set in l.ucern, and eight acres partly set.
Build·i ngs.-Adobe bouse on stone foundation~ covered with tules and earth. Rooms
all without ceilings. Rooms have been papered; paper now dama.ged. Room used as
post-office, 10 by 14; parlor, 14 by 15; large bedroom, 14 by 15; low bedroom, 12 by
15; dining-room, 16 by ;20; kitchen, 16 by Hi; pantry, 8 by 14; wash-room, 8 by 14; room
for stoee, (not covered,) 16 by 18; blacksmith-shop, 16 by 40; the walls are 13 feet
bigh; substantial floors are common; casings to doors and windows plain; doors
plain; outside cellar, 12 by 14; stone W<11ls. Hen-bouse, 18 by 20, rudely built of adobe
and covered with tules. Granary, with two rooms, each 12 by 16, covered w ith tules;
without floor. Three small adobe stables. Large adobe corml. Sufficient stone
bauled for a second corral.
(See photograph" No.1."
Estimated value of this claim, $7,500.
CLAIM OF THOS. BELDING, CHANDLER

BELDI~G,

AND LEWIS SEABRIGHT.

The amount of laud within this claim is considerably less than one hundred and
sixty acres to each person, b n t the value of the ch1im, in the estimation of the cornmissioners, is in no way affected by the ~mount of land, as the acljacent lands are
still unoccupied and as the General Government has never yielded the title to any of
the said lands. Tbe value of the improvements and water-rights only is considered.
The 1ands included within this claim were surveyed by the same officer and at the
same time as those in the claims above ; at least such informat,ion has been received by
the commission, but no copy of such surveys has been received.
About one bunured acres bas been under cultivation; now there are forty acres
under cultivation in goo<l order and with irrigating-canals in good repair.
Trees.-Several hundred cottonwood aud other trees are set along the canals; they
are from twenty to sixty feet high, good and thrifty. Small amount of well-cultivated
garden-shrubbery ; a small amount of l.Jedging set for the purpose of subdividing a
part of the land into lots.
V·i neym·d.-Twe1ve buudred grape-vines, four to six years old, in good order; eight
hundred second-rate grape-vines; five hundred third-rate, or nearly worthless.
Buildings.-Adobe house on stone foundation, covered with tules; common floor,
window, and door-frames and doors; rooms without ceilings; walls twelve feet h igh;
three rooms each, 16 by 16; small low back room used as kitchen; ben-house; small
2table; small corral made of poles.
(See photograph" No.2.")
Fence.-Thirty-nine panels of two-pole fence. Estimated value of this claim $4,250.
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CLAIM OF DANIEL BONELLI.
Land.-One hundred and sixty acres. Surveyed by C. W. Wandell, deputy county
surveyor of Lincoln County,· State of Nevada, February 1 and 2, 1872. (See accompanying paper marked B.)
About one-fourth of the land has been prepared for cultivation,,and is covered with
irrigating-canals. Canals not in good repair.
T1·ees.-A small amount of orchard-trees and garden-shrubbery. A good hedge, in. closing ten acres, on two sides of osage orange ; on one side of osage orange and
cottonwood trees intervening, and on the fourth side of mesquite. Water-ways for ten
acres in good repair.
Vineym·d.-Four thousand grape-vines, in good order, from two to eight years old.
Two thousand second-rate grape-vines of the same age, and two thousand three hundred and fifty third-rate grape-vines of the same age.
The number of these grape-vines was determined by counting what were believed
to be average rows. A greater number were claimed. (See accompanying paper
marked C.)
.
Meadow.-Three and one-half acres well set with lucern.
Buildings.-Adobe house, stone fotindation, covered with tules; no ceilings; walls
thick; twelve feet high; in good order. Front part of house, outside measurement,
15 by 32; divided into two rooms; double fire-place in partition.
Back building, outside measurement, 17 by 27, divided into two rooms; one fireplace ; floors, doors, and casings for doors and windows common, cellar 12 by 14, seven
feet high, with stone walls.
·
House said to have cost $1,000.
Small adobe hen-house.
(See Photograph No.3.)
Estimated value of claim $5,700.
CLAIM OF R. G. PATTERSON AND J. L. ·LASSELL.
Land.-Two tracts of land, each of one hundred and sixty acres, claimed by these
parties; one known as the Mill ranch, the other as the Island ranch ; not surveyed.
The parties themselves live at the Mill ranch, and the Island ranch is occupied by
a tenant.
Millmnch.-The greater part of this land has at one time been under cultivation,
and is covered with irrigating canals; but the greater part of these water-ways are not
in good repair.
'
About one-half of the land was cultivated during the past year.
Trees.-Trees have l;>een planted extensively along the water-ways, and a grove of
three or four acres has been started.
Altogether there are from ten to fifteen thousand trees, from two to six years old,
good and thrifty, chiefly cotton-wood, but also several hundred small ash trees.
A few orchard trees, not in good condition.
A small amount of hedging, in bad order.
Vineyard.-Two thousand grape-vines in fair order; fifteen hundred in second-rate
order, and one thousand, third-rate or nearly worthless.
Meadow.-Six acres well set with lucern; four acres partly set.
Island mnch.-Tbe greater part of this land has been under cultivation at one time,
and was covered by irrigating canals; but these have been neglected, and are in bad
order.
More than half of the land bas grown up with brush-wood and weeds.
Trees.-About two thousand cottonwood trees, from two to five years old; thrifty.
Vineya1·d.-One hundred and fifty grape-vines in second-rate order. Three hundred
in third-rate order; nearly worthl\'lss.
Meadow.-Two acres set in lucern.
Buildings.-Mill-house 20 by 24; common frame, inclosed with rough boards; two
floors; common basement; room for cleaner; · first floor 11-foot posts; low upper-floor
for bolt; frame-work for bolt at present in chamber; building covered with thatched
tules ; family living in mill-bouse.
Adobe store~ room attached to frame-building 20 by 45; stone foundation; walls
heavy, but low; no :floor; tule and dirt roof; mill-race, with small flume, in fair order.
Estimated value of this claim, including both ranches, $6,200.
CLAIM OF WILLIAM ANDERSON.
Land.-One hundred and sixty acres, not surveyed. Fifteen acres under plow, in good
order; twenty-five acres covered with irri~ating canals; purchased of R. G. Patterson.
Prior to the erection of the house, said to nave cost $200.
Buildings.-Small adobe bouse, two rooms; no :floor; roof of tules covered with dirt;
hclllse nearly new, but very cheaply built.
Estimated value of this claim, $750.
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CLAIM OF AUGUSTUS JAMES.

Land.-One hundred anu sixty acres, not surveyed. Twenty-five acres 'u nder plo'"'
and ditches.
T1·ees.-A few cotton-wood trees; nursery of several thonsand small cottonwood and
ash trees.
Vineyard.-Three hundred second-rate grape-vines.
· .
Buildi'rlgs.-Pour small adobe buildings, in second-rate repatr.
Estimated value of this claim, $750.
CLAIM OF ABRAHAM JAMES.

Land.-One hundred and sixty acres, said to ha\e been surveyed. No copy of
survey received. Purchased from Philander Bell.
(See accompanying paper marked "D," copy of deed in possession of said Abraham
James.)
Twenty acres under plow and ditches, which are slightly out of order; about one
half of the land bas been cultivated at some time.
:n·ees.-Tbree hundred cotton-wood trees, thrifty; a few small orchard trees and
garden shrubbery.
'
Buildings.-Adobe bouse, 18 by 24; stone founQ.ation, tule roof; floor,. q.oors, and
casings poor.
.
.
First adobe granary, 12 by 26; stone foundation, tule roof; adobe bins, good repair.
Second adobe granary, 12 by 14; stone foundation, tule roof; lumiJer floor; adobe
bins ; in fair order.
Adobe stable, 18 by 18, tule roof. Small adobe ben-bouse. Adobe building used as
a threshing-room, 18 by 20; stone foundation, tule roof; adobe floor; good order.
Estimlated value o:& claim, $1,500.
CLAIM OF ROBERT LOGAN.

Land.-One hundred and sixty acres; farm surveyed in the name of William
Stewart, from whom said Robert Logan purchased the claim prior to the l1ate of the
executive order establishing the reservation.
Thirty-five acres cultivated the past year, now in good order; water-ways for the
same in good condition; one hundred and ten acres originally under cultivation, but
irrigating canals, for the additional amount above thirty-five acres, need much repair.
Trees.-A few cotton-wood trees; small amount of garden shrubbery.
Vineym·d.-Two hundred and twenty-five grape-vines, two years old, in fair order.
Meadow ...:._One and a half acres, well set with lucern.
Buildings.-House consists of two adobe buildings, 20 by 20, each separated by a
passage-way ten feet wide;. buildings and passage-way cove1:ed with good roef of tulethatch; good stone foundation; common board :floors, window aud door-frames and
doors ; all in fair order.
Store-room, adobe, 20 by 20; very thick walls; adobe floor; well-built stone foundation.; tule roof, new.
Cow-stable and granary, 18 by 40, adobe, covered with tule!'! ; stone foundation; well
preserved.
'l'wo other buildings, each 20 by 20, adobe, covered with tules; stone foundation; in
a fair state of preservation.
Estimated value of claim, $2,200.
CLAIM OF JOHN BENNETT, J. H. RATLIFF, AND G. R. A. PERCIVAL.
Land.-There are four hundred and eighty acres claimed by these parties, who live
together in one house. Not surveyed; fifty-five acres cultivated the past year, the
same covered by water-ways in good repair; a larger amount of land was cultivated
prior to the abandonment of it by the former settlers.
T1·ees.-Eight thousand cottonwood-trees, having one year's growth from setting,
planted along the water-ways; all thrifty; two hundred larger cottonwoods, three to
four years old.
Vineyard.-Two hundred grape-vines, one and two years old, in fair order.
Meadow.-Two acres well set with lucero.
Buildings.-Small adobe house, 14 by 16, not in good order.
This claim was purchased of Bell & Stewart prior to the issue of the Executive order
establishing the reservation.
·
Estimated value of claim, $1,400.
CLAIM OF VOLNEY RECTOR AND PETER L. JOHNSON.
Lancl.-One hundred and sixty acres claimed. Both parties live in one bouse;
seven acres under plow and ditch, but main ditch sufficient for a much larger amount of
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land; the greater part of the land has at. one time been under cultivation, but the original
ditches have been abandoned, and are m a great part destroyed.
Nearly one-half of the land is a natural meadow.
Trees.- From two to three thousand cottonwood-tr€.es, planted last spring along the
water-ways; good and thrifty. Overgrown nursery of many hundred cottonwood
trees.
Vineym·ii.-A few hundred grape-cuttings planted last spring.
Buildings.-House of adobe, 14 by 20, stone foundation, tule roof; second-rate order.
Granary, 10 by 12, rough stone. A quantity of stone sufficient for the erection of a
small house hauled on the ground.
Estimated value of this claim, $1,800.
The commissioners after careful inquiry are satisfied that the improvements on the
above claims were m~de prior to the establishment of the reserv81tion by Executive
order, and with the expectation, on the part of those who made them, of remaining as
settlers in the valley.
Claims considered of no value.

CLAIM OF JOSEPH A. PARRISB:.
One hundred and sixty acres claimed ; has plowed seven acres; no other improvements of value. Came into the valley December 27, 1872; was notified by one of
the employes of the agency, when on his way to the valley, that it would probably be
set apart as a reservation.
CLAIM OF JACOB MOON·.
One hundred and sixty acres claimed. No improvements. Came into the valley
February 8, 1873. He also was notified that the valley was intended for a reservation.
CLAIM OF MARTHA C. TUCKER.
(Daughter of Jacob Moon. See

abov~.)

One hundred and sixty acres claimed. Ten acres plowed; improvements of no yalu.e.
CLAIM OF W. A. EARLES.
One hundred and sixty acres claimed; no improvements. Settled in the valley
during the month of January, 1873. States that he paid the Indians $30 for the land.
Remained on the reservation three weeks, then abandoned his claim.
These claims are considered by the commission to be of no value.
With great respect, your obedient servants,
J. W. POWELL,
G. W. INGALLS,
Special Commi1sione1'8,
Hon. COMMISSIONER 01!' INDIAN Al!'FAIRS,
Wash-ington, D. C.

0

